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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Report  upon  the  Health  of  the  Borough  for  1946. 


The  Vital  Statistics,  which  are  an  index  of  the  health  of  a community, 
are  satisfactory  and  compare  not  unfavourably  with  those  of  the  coimtry 
as  a whole. 


Whilst  the  Blackburn  birth-rate  (10-7)  exceeded  the  death-rate  (14  -8), 
the  figures  are  not  so  good  as  those  for  England  and  Wales  (birth-rate  19-1, 
death-rate  11-5),  or  for  the  126  Great  Towns  (birth-rate  22-2,  death-rate 
12-7).  None  the  less,  they  represent  some  natural  increase  of  population. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  (41  -8)  is  not  only  less  than  those  for  England 
and  Wales  (43),  and  for  the  126  Great  Towns  (46),  but  is  a record  for  the 
Borough,  the  previous  best  rate  being  one  of  45  in  1944. 

Although  four  maternal  deaths  occurred  in  association  with  child-birth, 
one  only  could  be  classed  as  being  due  to  pregnancy  or  childbearing,  a figure 
equivalent  to  the  low  rate  of  0-54  deaths  per  1,000  births  and  stillbirths. 

Tuberculosis. — The  arrangements  with  the  County  have  again  worked 
well.  There  is  no  doubt  as  to  the  advantages  which  the  Borough  has  gained 
through  the  merger  with  the  very  complete  County  service.  (See  page  67). 

Cancer  Act. — A series  of  meetings  of  representatives  of  the  Lancashire, 
Cheshire,  Westmorland  and  Derby  County  Councils  and  all  the  County 
Boroughs  in  Lancashire  culminated  in  December  in  the  proposal  that  a Joint 
Committee,  to  be  known  as  a Cancer  Board  and  Executive  Council,  be  set 
up.  The  Town  Council  have  approved  the  draft  constitution  of  the  Joint 
Committee.  (See  page  20). 

Housing.- — The  condition  of  much  of  the  older  property  in  the  town  has 
deteriorated  badly,  due  largely  to  difficulties  in  obtaining  material  and 
labour.  Weeks  and  even  months  often  elapse  between  the  service  of  notice 
and  the  provision  of  the  requisite  material.  When  the  material  arrives 
there  is  further  delay  due  to  the  heavy  demands  upon  building  and  allied 
operatives.  A notice  which,  pre-war,  would  have  been  com2ilied  with  m a 
matter  of  days  may  now  drag  on  for  as  many  months,  with  consequent 
further  deterioration  of  the  fabric.  As  a result  there  is  a day  to  day  addition 
to  areas  provisionally  scheduled  for  clearance. 


Hospital  Co-Ordination.— The  local  hospital  services  are  now  closely 
co-ordinated,  the  local  authority  and  voluntary  hospital  sharing  the  services 
and  salaries  of  a whole-time  pathologist  and  radiologist  and  their  assistants 
and  of  a consultant  obstetrician  and  orthopaedist.  The  honorary  physicians 
and  the  senior  surgeon  at  the  Royal  Infirmary  are  now  on  the  stipendiary 
staff  of  the  Queen’s  Park  Hospital,  with  complete  clinical  charge  of  the 
appropriate  beds.  The  remaining  general  surgeons  on  the  Infirmary  staff 
have  the  right  to  admit  and  treat  their  cases  at  Queen’s  Park  Hospital, 
although  they  are  not  members  of  the  staff.  The  arrangement  functions 
admirably  and  our  hospitals  now  work  as  one  imit,  to  the  advantage  both 
of  the  area  served  and  of  the  individual  hospitals. 

Certain  specialised  services  are  still  lacking,  but  these  services  are  such 
as  the  Blackburn  Hospitals  could  not  of  themselves  sustain  and  will  require 
to  be  provided  on  a Regional  basis.  Despite  this  it  may  safely  be  stated  that 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board  will  inherit,  so  far  as  Blackburn  is  concerned, 
a smoothly  running  and  efficient  organisation  free  of  the  imnecessary 
jealousies  and  wasteful  rivalries  which,  in  certain  areas,  hamper  the  work  of 
Local  Authority  and  Voluntary  Hospitals. 

Maternity  and  Gynaecology.^ — During  Dr.  Lloj^d  Potter’s  war  service, 
and  until  Mr.  S.  W.  Liggett,  F.R.C.S.,  M.R.C.O.G.  (his  successor)  assumed 
duty  as  consultant  obstetrician  on  the  1st  August,  1946,  Mr.  Gumming  and 
Mr.  Pearce  filled  the  gap,  often  at  great  personal  inconvenience,  efficiently 
and  willingly.  My  thanks  are  due  to  them  for  their  ready  co-operation. 

The  practice  of  g3Tiaecology  by  Mr.  Liggett  has  drawn  attention  to  the 
shortage  of  beds  for  this  purpose,  and  it  is  estimated  that  anjdhing  between 
60  and  100  beds  may  be  required  for  women’s  diseases. 

A large  number  of  births,  together  with  a growing  hospital  consciousness 
and  restriction  of  household  help  and  supplies,  led  to  an  increased  use  of 
local  maternity  beds  which,  from  time  to  time,  caused  overcrow’ding,  with  its 
attendant  dangers.  As  early  discharge  of  patients  did  not  meet  the  situation, 
it  was  decided  to  restrict  admissions  to  ■\vomen  whose  home  or  medical 
conditions  called  for  hospitalisation.  This  step  has  called  for  the  appointment 
of  two  additional  midwives  for  district  cases  and  an  extension  to  the 
domestic  help  scheme. 

Local  maternity  bed  needs  are  in  the  region  of  125  ; 75  only  are  pro- 
vided. Negotiations  with  our  Darwen  neighbours  and  with  the  Ministry 
of  Health  will,  I hope,  result  in  24  beds  at  the  Bull  Hill  Hospital  (at  present 
used  by  Darwen  for  infectious  diseases)  becoming  part  of  the  maternity 
bed  pool  for  the  area  of  which  Blackburn  is  the  hospital  centre. 
This  scheme,  if  successfully  carried  through,  will  be  of  great  value,  parti- 


ciilarly  so  by  providing  much-needed  cubicle  beds  for  potentially  septic 
cases.  As  the  Darwen  beds  will  fall  within  the  clinical  control  of  the  area 
consultant  obstetrician,  they  will  be  utilised  with  regard  to  the  overall 
maternity  needs  of  the  Blackburn  Hospital  District  which,  if  the  Borough 
of  Accrington  (who  are  largely  independent  of  Blackburn  in  respect  of 
obstetrics)  be  exeluded,  eovers  a population  of  approximately  220,000. 

Queen’s  Park  Hospital  and  “ Springfield  ” both  funetion  satisfactorily 
as  maternity  units,  their  output  being  of  a high  standard.  Both  units 
however,  are  housed  in  adapted  buildings  which,  despite  a considerable 
expenditure  of  money  and  ingenuity  by  the  responsible  authority,  possess 
defects  inherent  to  all  improvised  hospital  accommodation.  The  respective 
committees  appreciate  that  an  extensive  rebuilding  programme  is  the  best 
solution,  but  one  which  cannot  be  carried  out  at  present.  This  task  will 
fall  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and,  in  the  meanwhile,  no  drastic 
alterations  are  being  made  to  the  fabric. 

The  ante-natal  services  of  the  area  were  strengthened  at  the  end  of  the 
year  by  a fortnightly  medical  consultant  session  conducted  at  the  Health 
Department  by  Dr.  McAdam,  Senior  Honorary  Physician  to  the  Royal 
Infirmary.  This  clinic  is  attended  by  expectant  mothers  suspected  by  the 
Ante-natal  Medical  Officers  to  be  suffering  from  non-obstetric  conditions 
which  may  either  affect,  or  be  affected  by,  pregnancy.  Although  a 
recent  innovation,  the  clinic  is  already  well-established  and  has  revealed 
a latent  need. 

The  Municipal  Midwifery  Scheme  has  again  fimctioned  smoothly  and 
efficiently.  Close  liaison  exists  between  the  Health  Department  and  the 
Municipal  Midwifery  organisation,  and  a Medical  Officer  of  the  Health 
Department  conducts  a fortnightly  ante-natal  clinic  at  the  District  Nnrsing 
Association  premises.  More  frequent  sessions  should  be  held.  (See  page  84). 

Laboratory  Services.  The  bulk  of  the  pathological  and  bacteriological 
work  (excluding  Wassermann  and  Ascheim-Zondek  tests,  which  are  sent 
to  Manchester  and  Edinburgh  respectively)  is  done  at  the  Royal  Infirmary 
laboratory. 

Since  the  Infirmary  and  Local  Authority  appointed  a joint  whole-time 
pathologist,  the  work  has  greatly  expanded.  At  the  Royal  Infirmary, 
for  instance,  the  total  units  of  work  done  in  1943  (the  first  full  operational 
year  of  the  joint  scheme)  was  43,500.  In  1946  the  unit  value  of  the  work 
rose  to  86,000. 

At  Queen’s  Park  Hospital  there  has  also  been  an  increased  turnover 
of  pathological  work  ; whereas  in  1943,  2591  specimens  were  examined, 
the  corresponding  figure  for  1946  was  3,698. 
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The  extended  use  made  of  the  pathological  service  called  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a full-time  assistant  pathologist  ; this  appointment  was  made  in 
June,  1946. 

The  service  has  been  of  great  value  to  the  Health  Department,  not 
only  by  providing  efficient  and  readily  accessible  laboratory  facilities,  but, 
equally  important,  in  the  conduct  of  field  surveys  embracing  food  supervision, 
general  epidemiology,  and  other  Public  Health  activities.  Co-operation 
of  this  nature  has  been  of  benefit  to  both  the  laboratory  worker  and  to  the 
administrator,  and  has  given  both  an  overall  view  of  the  problems  dealt 
with.  (See  page  108). 

Chemical  analyses  of  foodstuffs  are  imdertaken  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratories,  Liverpool. 

Orthopaedics — The  appomtment  of  a joint  whole-time  orthopaedic  surgeon 
referred  to  in  the  last  Annual  Report  was  made  in  June,  1946,  Mr.  R,  W. 
Agnew,  M.Ch.  Orth.,  F.R.C.S.E.,  receiving  the  post.  He  serves  the  area 
covered  by  the  two  local  general  hospitals  and  that  of  the  Accrington  Victoria 
Hospital. 

Child  Welfare. — The  child  welfare  scheme  proceeds  on  somid  lines, 
a wide  range  of  sj)ecialist  facilities  being  available  for  those  in  the  pre-school 
age  groups.  Clinic  attendances  (particularly  so  at  Bent  Street,  All  Saints’ 
and  Hozier  Street)  are  now  so  heavy  that  additional  sessions  will  be  required. 

All  our  child  welfare  clinics  are  housed  in  mission  or  assembly  halls 
which,  though  sited  conveniently,  are  in  the  main  structurally  unsuitcd 
for  clinic  purposes.  One  looks  forward  to  the  time  when  our  clinics  will 
function  in  the  specially-designed  Health  Centres  which  Local  Health 
Authorities  will  provide  under  Section  21  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 

Although  the  child  welfare  service  is  comprehensive,  it,  and  the  town’s 
hospital  service,  are  handicapped  by  the  non-availability  of  a paediatrician. 
For  this  service  Blackburn  and,  in  fact,  the  whole  of  North-East  Lancashire, 
rely  on  Manchester,  Liverpool,  or  some  other  university  centre.  One  can 
but  feel  that  the  time  and  distance  factors  thus  involved  residt  in  paediatric 
opinion  being  obtained  less  frequently  than  would  be  the  case  were  facilities 
more  accessible.  This  requirement  should  be  met  on  the  same  lines  as  our 
obstetric  and  orthopaedic  needs — by  means  of  a joint  full-time  appointment 
shared  by  a combination  of  hospitals  and  Local  Authorities.  The 
association  of  the  Council  with  the  proposed  Manchester  Chair  of  Child 
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Health  should  not  be  regarded  as  being  sufficient  for  our  purpose  and  will 
not  eliminate  the  need  for  a local  service  ; it  will  mercdy  reinforce  whatever 
resources  be  provided  in  Blackburn  and  District.  1 am  confident  that 
this  area  offers  sufficient  scope  for  a children’s  specialist  and  that  if  one 
were  available  he  would  be  fully  extended.  (See  page  81). 


Opthalmology  and  Oto-Rhinology. — These  specialities  are  understaffed 
surgically  and  are  further  handicapped  by  some  bed  shortage.  The  Joint 
Hospitals  Advisorj^  Committee  hope  to  make  good  staff  deficiencies  by 
two  fidl-time  appointments,  one  that  of  an  oculist  and  the  other  of  an  ear, 
nose  and  throat  surgeon,  with  salaries  apportioned  between  the  local 
authority  and  the  voluntary  hospital.  These  additional  appointments 
will,  in  due  course,  emjjhasise  the  bed-shortage  referred  to  above. 


Infeetfous  Diseases. — The  incidence  of  major  infections  has  been  low. 
This  is  most  fortunate  as,  due  to  nursing  shortage,  the  Corporation  Hospital 
has  not  been  in  a position  to  meet  the  demands  of  even  a minor  outbreak 
As  it  was  (and  sometimes  with  as  many  as  fifty  or  sixty  beds  standing 
idle  at  Park  Lee)  arrangements  had  to  be  made  from  time  to  time  with 
neighbouring  authorities  for  the  reception  of  Blackburn  cases  to  their  hos- 
pitals, an  expensive  and  inconvenient  procedure  which  would  not  have  been 
necessary  had  a reasonably-sized  cell-block  been  available  at  Park  Lee. 
The  need  for  such  a block  cannot  be  too  strongly  urged  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  when  the  Regional  Board  take  over  they  will  treat  the  matter  as  one  of 
urgent  priority.  Our  neighbours  who  have  taken  in  our  cases  have 
been  able  to  satisfy  their  own  requirements  and  to  help  us  owing  solely 
to  their  possessing  adequate  cell-block  accommodation  and  not  to  their 
abundance  of  nursing  staff.  (See  page  55). 

Diphtheria. — Twenty-eight  cases  were  notified  as  diphtheria;  of  these, 
twenty-six  were  admitted  to  Park  Lee  Hospital. 

Of  cases  notified,  ten  were  clinical  diphtheria,  although  bacteriological 
confirmation  was  obtained  in  two  cases  only. 


Two  of  the  actual  cases  were  stated  to  have  been  immunised  and  one 
had,  in  fact,  been  so  treated  three  years  previously.  There  was  no  record 
of  the  second  case  having  received  prophylactic  inoculation.  There  were 
no  deaths  from  the  disease,  the  cases  being  miiformly  mild  in  type.  (See 
page  63). 
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Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. — The  low  incidence  of  diphtheria, 
a ” lowest  ever  ” record  for  the  Borough,  must  be  attributed  to  the  high 
proportion  of  children  who  have  been  immunised.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
52-25%  of  those  under  five  years  of  age  and  92 -3% of  the  five  to  fourteen 
age-group  had  received  treatment.  The  corresponding  percentages  at 
the  end  of  1945  were  46  and  88.  (See  page  58). 

I have  no  doubt  that,  but  for  a sharp  outbreak  of  measles  during  the 
last  quarter  of  the  year,  a much  larger  number  of  pre-school  children  would 
have  received  treatment. 

During  the  year  1063  children  who  had  been  previously  immunised 
received  reinforcing  injections. 


Scarlet  Fever. — There  were  120  notifications  of  scarlet  fever  and  no 
deaths.  The  disease  was  mild  in  type  and  bore  little  resemblance  to  the 
condition  as  we  knew  it  ten  years  ago.  (See  page  61). 


The  Supply  of  Nurses  worsens  rather  than  improves,  and,  so  far  as 
local  needs  are  concerned,  adoption  of  the  Rushcliffe  recommendations, 
relaxation  of  the  irksome  restrictions  which  used  to  be  a feature  of  hospital 
life,  and  improved  conditions  generally  have  not  bettered  the  position. 
Reasons  other  than  conditions  of  service  are  to  be  sought  ; in  this  connection 
the  appended  extract  from  a recent  Leader  in  “ The  Lancet  ” merits  quota- 
tion : — 

“ THE  LANCET  ” 

London  : Saturday,  March  15,  1947. 


First  Things  First. 

“ If  we  return  again  and  again  to  the  problems  of  nursing,  it  is  because 
the  coming  effort  to  improve  medical  services  in  this  country  will  be 
wholly  frustrated  unless  there  are  enough  nurses  properly  trained  for 
their  work.  Since  State  registration  was  introduced  in  1919  the  General 
Nursing  Council  has  been  the  body  that  decides  what  training  is  proper, 
and  its  curricidum  has  been  one  of  the  principal  factors  regulating 
recruitment  to  the  profession.  At  a time,  therefore,  when  this  recruit- 
ment is  patently  insufficient,  the  council  may  fairly  be  asked  to  justify 
its  requirements  and  to  show  that  these  are  related  to  the  requirements 
of  the  nation.” 
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The  Leader  goes  on  to  quote  questions  from  recent  State  examinations, 
which  liave  little  bearing  upon  matters  within  the  province  of  a prospective 
nurse,  and  pertinently  comments  that  : — 

“ The  nursing  syllalnis,  even  in  its  present  form,  contains  too  many 
items  that  are  not  of  general  importance.  Admittedly,  any  or  all  of 
them  might  appropriately  be  mentioned  in  teaching  a group  of  intelli- 
gent girls,  but  that  is  quite  different  from  setting  them  down  in  black 
and  white  as  stibjects  that  may  figure  in  the  examination  and  must 
therefore  be  tackled  by  every  conscientious  student  and  every  con- 
scientious teacher  at  Grimsby  and  Gillingham  as  well  as  at  Guy’s. 
Ability  to  divine  what  is  relatively  unimportant,  and  pay  no  attention 
to  it,  is  not  a gift  with  which  young  students  are  generally  endowed.” 

Staff  Changes. — During  the  year  there  were  important  changes  on  the 
staff.  Mr.  T.  Fowler,  Chief  Clerk  since  1902,  and  the  valued  colleague 
not  only  of  myself  but  of  the  four  other  medical  officers  with  whom  he  had 
been  associated,  retired  on  superannuation  in  October.  I wish  him  many 
happy  years  of  well-earned  leisure. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Semple,  Assistant  Medical  Officer  since  1939,  did  not  remain 
with  us  long  on  his  return  from  war  service,  and  was  appointed  Chief  Assistant 
to  the  Manchester  Health  Department  in  November. 

Mr.  W.  Parker,  who  had  served  in  various  capacities  in  the  Department 
for  twenty  years,  the  last  four  of  which  as  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  secured 
a similar  post  in  Dudley. 

Mr.  W.  Wahie,  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  for  forty-two  years,  retired 
on  superannuation  in  August. 

To  these  gentlemen  my  best  thanks  are  due  for  their  efficient  and  ready 
co-operation  and  help. 

It  is  once  again  a privilege  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  courtesy 
and  ungrudging  support  accorded  me  by  the  members  of  the  Committees 
responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  Health  Services  covered  by  this 
Report. 

In  conclusion,  I would  draw  your  attention  to  the  able  and  painstaking 
way  in  which  my  colleagues  in  the  Health  Department  have  discharged 
their  duties  at  all  times. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


V.  T.  THIERENS 
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PART  I. 


Vital  Statistics 

and 

Social  Conditions. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


1946 

Area  (in  Acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  8,080 

Population  (Census,  1931) 122,697 

„ (Estimated  middle  of  1946)  ...  ...  ...  ...  107,300 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1931)  ...  ...  ..  ...  32,696 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (1931)  ..  33,815 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  £761,157 

Sum  Represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £2,969 

Rate  in  the  £ (excluding  Water)  1946-1947  ...  ..  ..  15/6t 

Gross  Expenditure  on  Health  Social  Services  ..  ..  £112,374 

Income  on  Health  Social  Services  ...  . £51, 360 J 

Net  Expenditure  on  Health  Social  Services  ..  ...  ...  £61,014 


t Subject  to  2J%  discount  for  early  payment,  making  a net  rate  of  ISIld. 
+ This  sum  does  not  include  any  money  received  through  the  Block  Grant. 


Live  Births  (Legitimate  ...  1688  ) M.  907  | ^ , 

(lUegitimate  ...  106  )F.  887  ) 


16-7 


Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  child-birth,  from — 

Sepsis ...  0 . . . ( 0-00  ] per  1 ,000 

Other  Causes  ...  ...  1 ...  ( 0-54  ) births  & stillbirths 


Still  Births 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total  births 


Deaths  . 


M.  801] 
F.  794 1 


1 595  Death  Rate 
Percentage  of  total  deaths  occurring  in  public  institutions 


Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

All  Infants  ...  ..  ..  


Death  rate  from  Measles  (all  ages)  

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 
Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age) 
(Per  1,000  births). 

Cancer  (all  ages)  ... 


48 

260 

14-8 

51-5 

39-7 
75  4 
41-8 

002 

0-00 

2-23 

2 19 


I 


I 


Ifi 

Births  : — The  births  registered  were  1,794,  of  which  106  were  illegitimate. 
I The  total  male  births  were  907,  and  female  887.  The  birth  rate  was  16-7  per 
1,000,  compared  with  19-1  for  England  and  Wales,  and  22-2  for  the  126 
1 great  towns. 

TABLE  I. 


y ear. 

Birth  Rate. 

Death  Rate, 

Natural  Increase 
1,000  Population. 

1928  .... 

13-8 

12-2 

IB 

1929  

12-4 

14-9 

-2-6 

1930  .... 

12-7  1 

12-8 

-0-08 

1931  ... 

12-4 

12-8 

—0-4 

1932  ... 

12-6 

12-6 

0 008 

1933  . 

120 

14-4 

—2-4 

1934  . . 

120 

131 

—11 

1935  .... 

12-0 

14-5 

—2-5 

1936  .... 

11-7 

14-3 

—2-6 

1937  

11-7 

15-2 

-3-5 

1938  

12-2 

14-6 

—2-4 

1939  

12-1 

15-5 

—3-4 

1940  . . 

12-0 

17-2 

—5-2 

1941  ... 

12-6 

14-5 

-1-9 

1942  

14-3 

14-9 

-0-6 

1943 

15-2 

15-9 

-0-7 

1944  . . 

16-7 

141 

2-6 

1945  

14-4 

15-2 

—0-8 

1946  

16-7 

1 

14-8 

1-9 

Marriages. — There  were  1,065  marriages  solemnized  during  the  year  as 
follows:  Established  Churches,  516;  other  places  of  worship  and  Register 
Office,  539  ; Jews  1. 
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TABLE  2. 

Ward  Death  Rates  in  Relation  to  Persons  per  Acre 

AND  Room  Space. 


1931  Census. 


Ward. 

Death 

Rate. 

Persons 
per  Acre. 

Rooms  per 
Person. 

St.  Stephen’s 

12-8 

11.2 

119 

Trinity  

14-6 

53. 4 

109 

St.  Michael’s  

18-3 

13.7 

1-24 

St.  John’s 

12-4 

64.5 

1-22 

St.  Silas’ 

18-9 

92 

1-55 

St.  Paul’s 

16-9 

72-5 

120 

St.  Peter’s  

14-2 

46-7 

1.01 

St.  Mary’s  

11. 1 

29-5 

0-94 

St.  Matthew’s 

12-4 

810 

111 

St.  Thomas’s  

15  6 

64 

106 

Park 

16-9 

13-9 

109 

St.  Luke’s^  j 

13-4 

43. 6 

108 

St.  Mark’s  | 

15-4 

24-7 

1-25 

St.  Andrew’s  

16-3 

9*4 

109 

TABLE  3. 

Death  Rates  in  Wards  for  the  Past  Six  Years. 


Ward. 

— 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

.4v.  for 

6 I’ears 

St.  Stephen’s 

12.9 

15 

3 

13 

8 

13.5 

13 

9 

12 

8 

13 

7 

Trinity 

14. 8 

13 

0 

18 

4 

13-4 

15 

0 

14 

5 

14 

8 

St.  Michael’s  . . 

151 

17 

8 

17 

5 

14.0 

17 

8 

18 

3 

16 

7 

St.  John’s 

12  - 1 

14 

6 

17 

4 

10-8 

14 

5 

12 

4 

13 

6 

St.  Silas’s 

15-3 

15 

4 

18 

7 

18. 9 

IS 

3 

18 

9 

17 

6 

St.  Paul’s 

13. 7 

14 

3 

16 

4 

14.4 

14 

8 

16 

9 

15 

1 

St.  Peter’s 

18.0 

15 

4 

15 

4 

12. 3 

16 

3 

14 

2 

15 

3 

St.  Mary’s 

15.4 

15 

9 

17 

2 

16. 0 

13 

9 

11 

1 

14 

9 

St.  Matthew’s 

12-9 

15 

3 

18 

2 

13.8 

15 

9 

12 

4 

14 

7 

St.  Thomas’s 

15. 9 

14 

0 

13 

2 

13. 0 

13 

7 

15 

6 

14 

2 

Park  

12-1 

14 

6 

15 

1 • 

15  3 

15 

1 

16 

9 

14 

8 

St.  Luke’s 

13.7 

12 

7 

13 

4 

15.8 

12 

5 

13 

4 

14 

5 

St.  Mark’s 

14.8 

13 

9 

15 

4 

13.0 

14 

1 

15 

4 

14 

4 

St.  Andrew’s  . . 

17.3 

16 

0 

14 

8 

13. 4 

16 

8 

16 

3 

15 

8 

Borough 

14.5 

14 

9 

15 

9 

14-1 

16* 

2 

14 

8 

14 

9 

VITAL  STATISTICS  DURING  1946. 
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TABLE  & 


DEATHS  REGISTERED  DURING  THE  CALENDAR  YEAR  1946  CLASSIFIED  BY 

AGE  AND  CAUSE. 


Nett  Dea 

ths  at  the 

subjoined  a^es  of 

’ Residents,” 

whethei 

occitrinK 

within  or 

without  the  District. 

u 

u 

u 

u 

u 

V 

u 

•U 

Causk.s  of  Death. 

All 

1 9 

C u 

--  9 

C t 

2 f: 

1 ^ 

5 ft 
-2  ^ 

i/. 

II 

“ rt 

•3 

§ rt 

"2  ^ 
5 a 

£•  S 

C?  > 

•Akcs 

C4 

It 

'SI 

cq 

ir, 

« in 

\r. 

> ^ 

nO 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

2 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Influenza  

19 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

13 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

52 

10 

12 

9 

11 

5 

5 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  

3 

li 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  

4 

1 

I 

1 

1 

.. 

pAnp.ftr  Mali^rnant  DiRoafie 

235 

1 

2 

i 

io 

33 

73 

115 

Acute  Rheumatism  and  Rheumatic 

Fever 

3 

9 

1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  

1 

- 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

1 

Other  Forms  of  Meningitis  (not  T.B.) 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Poliomyelitis  

1 

i 

Locomotor  Ataxy 

General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane 

1 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

76 

1 

4 

4 

L7 

50 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  Sys’m 

44 

3 

1 

1 

18 

21 

Senile  Decay  

60 

* 

60 

Organic  Heart  Disease  

271 

1 

1 

1 

5 

16 

43 

204 

Arterio-Sclerosis  

196 

9 

9 

20 

165 

Aneurism  

Other  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory 

System  

24 

4 

2 

5 

12 

Bronchitis,  Acute  

18 

1 

1 

9 

14 

Bronchitis,  Chronic 

158 

9 

3 

10 

38 

1 

106 

Influenzal  Broncho  Pneumonia  . . . . 

3 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  (other  forms)  

85 

9 

3 

1 

7 

3 

9 

4 

20 

36 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratorj 

System  

10 

1 

9 

Q 

4 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  

0 

4 

1 

1 

Appendicitis,  Typhlitis  and  Peri- 

tonitis  

4 

9 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  the  Liver 

• • 

Alcoholism  

Other  Diseases  of  the  Digestive  Sy’m 

49 

2 

1 

4 

9 

10 

23 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease  .... 

59 

1 

3 

•r 

5 

4 

7 

37 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Urinary  Sys’m 

15 

1 

9 

3 

10 

Puerperal  Fever  

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

Other  Diseases  and  Accidents  of 

Pregnancy  and  Parturition. . . . 

1 

1 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malforma’n 

17 

17 

Premature  Birth  

23 

23 

Venereal  Diseases  

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Other  Di.seases  of  the  Reproductive 

1 

System  (Non-Malignant)  .... 

11 

1 

1 

9 

Violent  Deaths  (excluding  Suicide).. 

61 

5 

1 

i 

4 

2 

1 

6 

6 

28 

Suicide  

23 

4 

J, 

K 

All  other  Defined  Diseases  

48 

2 

1 

1 

9 

1 

6 

28 

Diseases  Ill-defined  or  unknown .... 

1 

1 

All  Causes 

1.595 

76 

7 

4 

11 

.30 

35 

66 

131 

289 

947 

13 


i 


22 

7 

2 

1.51 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

32 

14 

37 

129 

159 

1 

9 

2 

71 

55 

5 

7 

14 


69 

44 

16 


4 

20 

26 

5 

17 

45 

4 

40 


1016 


[strict. 
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Deaths: — The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  was  1,595,  of  which  795 
were  males  and  800  were  females.  The  death  rate  was  14-8  per  1,000, 
compared  with  11-5  for  England  and  Wales  and  12-7  for  the  126  great  towns. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


During  1946  the  chief  causes 

of  death  were  as  under  : — 

Disease. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Deaths  per  1 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

271 

2-52 

Pneumonia  

88 

0-82 

Cancer  

235 

219 

Bronchitis  

176 

1-64 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

52 

0-48 

Diseases  of  bodily  systems  and  group  diseases  to  which  death  was  assigned 
are  as  follows  : — 


Disease. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Deaths  per  1,000 

Respiratory  System  (Non-Tubercular) 

274 

2-55 

Circulatory  System  

491 

4-55 

Nervous  System  (Non-Tubercular) 

127 

1-18 

Cancer  

235 

219 

Tuberculosis  (aU  forms)  

59 

0-55 

Renal  System  (Non- Tubercular;  ... 

74 

0-69 

Infectious  Diseases  

21 

1-9 

Digestive  Diseases 

59 

0-55 

Diseases  of  Babyhood  (under  one  year) 

40 

0-37 

Diseases  associated  with  Maternity  ... 

1 

— 
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TABLE  6. 


Sites  of  Fatal  Cancer. 


Site. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Tongue  and  Mouth  . . 

3 

— 

3 

Oesophagus  

Other  parts  of  the  Buccal 

7 

3 

10 

Cavity  

2 

1 

3 

Stomach  

21 

23 

44 

Liver  

4 

3 

7 

Bowel  and  Abdominal 

23 

23 

46 

Rectum  

9 

2 

11 

Bladder  

6 

2 

8 

Larynx  

2 

— 

2 

Uterus  

— 

7 

7 

Other  female  genital  organs 

— 

3 

3 

Breast  

— 

26 

26 

Pancreas  

5 

6 

11 

Kidney  

— 

1 

1 

Skin  

— 

1 

1 

Lung 

le 

6 

22 

Male  Genital  Organa 

16 

— 

16 

Others 

7 

7 

14 

Total  

121 

114 

■ 

235 

TREATMENT  OF  CANCER 

A Radiotherapy  Clinic  is  conducted  each  week  at  the  Blackburn  and 
East  Lancashire  Royal  Infirmary  by  the  Senior  Radiologist,  Dr.  Macadie, 
and  any  cases  considered  by  him  to  be  suitable  for  treatment  by  radium 
or  extensive  deep  X-ray  Therapy  are  referred  to  the  Christie  Hospital, 
Manchester.  The  Blackburn  Royal  Infirmary  have  recently  acquired  a 
new  medium  X-ray  Therapy  apparatus  and  this,  in  addition  to  the  deep 
X-Ray  Therapy  and  Contact  X-Ray  Therapy  apparatus  which  they  have 
had  installed  for  sometime  are  in  full  use  for  selected  cases,  particularly 
for  superficial  conditions,  and  deep  X-Ray  Therapy  is  frequently  used  in 
post  operative  cases.  Efforts  arc  being  made  to  obtain  the  services  of  a 
part-time  Radiotherapist. 

Facilities  are  also  provided  at  Queen’s  Park  Hospital  for  surgical  and 
palliative  treatment,  and  the  services  of  Dr.  Macadie  are  available  there. 
Most  cases  of  malignancy  admitted  to  Queen’s  Part  Hospital,  have 
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had  surgical,  radium  or  deep  X-Ray  treatment  elsewhere  and  are  often  in 
an  advanced  and  incurable  condition.  In  a minority  of  cases,  surgical 
treatment  at  Queen’s  Park  Hospital  is  followed  up  by  deeja  X-Ray  Therapy 
at  the  Blackburn  Royal  Infirmary  and  arrangements  are  made  for  the 
treatment  of  suitable  cases  at  the  Christie  Hospital,  Manchester. 


HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION 

Queen's  Park  Hospital.  At  Queen’s  Park  Hospital  there  are  50  Mater- 
nity beds  and  506  beds  for  the  accommodation  of  the  sick. 

Voluntary  Hospitals.  The  Blackburn  and  East  Lancashire  Royal 
Infirmary  has  accommodation  for  248  in-patients. 

Ambulance  Facilities 


(1)  For  Infectious  Cases: — 

The  Health  Committee  provide  Two  Motor  Ambulances. 

(2)  For  N on-lnfectious  Cases:  — 

Seven  Motor  Ambulances  are  available,  four  provided  by  the  Motor 
Vehicles  Service  Station,  one  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade,  and  two 
by  the  Pubhc  Assistance  Committee. 

The  Service  is  fully  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  Area,  and  there  is 
close  co-ordination  between  the  bodies  providing  the  ambulances. 


1. 


PART  II. 


Sanitary  Circumstances. 
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Water  Supply.  The  town  is  supplied  with  an  upland  surface  water, 
the  quantity  of  which  is  fully  adequate  for  the  population  served. 

Bacteriological  examination  of  both  raw  water  entering  the  reservoirs 

and  of  water  leaving  the  reservoirs  after  treatment  with  chlorine  are  made 

each  week.  Three  hundred  and  fifty  seven  examinations  were  made  during 

1946,  and  it  was  on  the  rarest  occasion  only  that  water  leaving  the  reservoirs 

was  found  to  be  bacteriologically  imsatisfactory.  j 

1 

Eleven  samples  of  water  were  chemically  examined  during  the  year  I 
and  gave  “ Action  on  Lead  (24  hours)  ” figures  ranging  from  0-10  minimum  i 
to  0-50  maximum.  The  average  “Action  on  lead  ” figure  was  0-23.  In  all  ! 
other  respects  the  results  were  satisfactory. 

It  is  expected  that  the  work  at  present  in  progress  on  the  erection  of  • 
plant  at  Bowland  to  sterilize  water  coming  from  the  gathering  grounds  | 
through  the  30"  main  and  to  counteract  the  plumbo-solvency,  will  be  com-  ; 
pie  ted  by  the  autumn  of  1947.  ; 

Approximately  36,  330  dwelling  houses,  housing  a population  of  107,000,  ( 
are  supplied  from  public  water  mains.  There  are  no  standpipes.  ! 

Sixty  four  dwelling  houses  (including  23  farms  and  small  holdings)  j 
are  without  a main  supply.  These  are  supplied  by  wells  and  springs.  | 

i 

The  wells  sujjplying  35  houses  in  the  Heys  Lane  district  failed  during  ’ 
the  drought  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  Later  when  they  began  to  run  ! 
again  the  water  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  the  use 
of  water  from  these  wells  was,  in  consequence,  prohibited.  Pending  arrange-  • 
ments  for  a satisfactory  permanent  supply,  water  is  being  delivered  to 
these  houses,  three  times  a week  at  the  Corporations  expense.  ^ 

HOUSING. 

(»)  General. 

Houses  built  during  1946  : 

(i)  By  Corporation 

New  houses  (prefabricated)  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Conversions  and  adaptions  to  existing  property  giving 

a nett  increase  in  family  units  of  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(ii)  By  private  enterprise 

New  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Conversions  and  adaptions  to  existing  houses  giving  a nett 

increase  in  family  units  of...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 


TotaJ 


79 
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{b)  Statistics  : 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  During  the  Year: — 

(1)  {a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)...  ...  ...  ...  4549 

(t)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  11680 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 

Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(5)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  1 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  6 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 

the  preceding  sub -head)  foimd  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason- 
ably fit  for  human  habitation...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2333 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  Without  Service  of  Formal 
Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  1412 


3.  AcnoN  Under  Statutory  Powers  During  the  Year  : — 

A.  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  ; 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  387 

(2)  Number  of  dw^elling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  formal  notices  : — 

t 

(а)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  202 

(б)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  ...  30 


B.  Proceedings  Under  Public  Health  Acts  : 


( 1 ) Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 
requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ... 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices  : — 


(a)  By  owners 

(t)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 


»•»  ••• 


207 


136 

4 
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C.  Proceedings  Under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition  orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


D.  Proceedings  Under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  0 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 

having  been  rendered  fit 

Particulars  regarding  the  control  of  infectious  disease  in,  and  the  water 
supply  of,  local  schools,  have  been  fully  described  in  previous  reports. 


THE  TESTING  OF  DRAINS 


No.  of  Smoke  Tests 

. . 

70 

No.  of  Water  Tests 

. . 

28 

No.  of  Colour  Tests 

. . 

83 

Breaking  Down 

. . 

14 

Inspections  made  while  work  was 

in  progress 

658 

Total  number  of  Defects  found  . . 

. . 

252 

No.  of  Infornial  Notices  Served  . . 

. . 

239 

No.  of  Foriaal  Notices  Served  . . 

. . 

31 

No.  of  Defects  Completed 

. . 

226 

No.  of  Defects  outstanding  at  end 

of  1946  .. 

• • 

26 

Houses-Let-In-Lodgings. — Tlie  number  (35)  of  houses-let -in-lodgings  is 
less  than  in  1945,  wlien  39  such  houses  were  on  the  register.  These  houses 
provide  191  looms,  of  wliicli  92%  were  occupied,  compared  with  221  rooms 
and  82%  occupancy  in  1945. 


Common  Lodging  Houses. — There  are  6 Common  Lodging  Houses  in 
the  Borough,  which  provide  accommodation  for  203  persons. 

In  all  these  houses  the  domestic  conveniences  are  of  a much  higher  standard 
than  those  provided  at  the  majority  of  houses  let  in  lodgings.  Facilities  for 
the  storing  and  preparation  of  food,  for  personal  ablution,  etc.,  are  in  most 
cases  satisfactory. 

The  bye-laws  relating  to  these  premises  are  adequate. 

Tents,  Sheds,  Caravans,  Etc. — At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  42 
caravans  in  the  Borough  used  as  human  habitations. 

Constant  sanitary  survey  is  necessary  if  the  caravans  and  their  sur- 
roundings are  to  be  kept  in  a cleanly  and  sanitary  state. 

The  general  cleanliness  of  the  travelling  vans  which  came  to  Blackburn 
during  the  Easter  holidays  was  satisfactory. 

The  bye-laws  in  force  are  adequate. 

Offensive  Trades. — The  number  of  offensive  trades  within  the  Boi’ough 
is  18,  of  which  8 are  bone,  and  rag  and  bone  dealing,  3 are  fat  extraction 
or  fat  rendering,  one  is  gut-scraping,  four  are  tripe-boiling,  and  two  knac- 
kering. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. — The  appended  Tables  classify,  in  tabular 
> forms,  mspections  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  year 
i their  findings  and  action  taken  in  respect  thereof. 

TABLE  7. 

INSPECTION  WORK. 

No.  of  Complaints  by  Inhabitants 
No.  of  Complaints  referred  from  other  Departments 

' No.  of  Nuisances  Discovered  as  Result  of : — 

Complaints  by  Inhabitants  . . 

Visiting  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases 
Complaints  from  other  Departments 
Notifications  of  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 
Routine  Inspection  Visits 
Housing  and  Town  Planning  Inspections  . . 

Visits  to  Factories  and  Workshops 

Total  number  of  Defects  found 
Total  number  of  Defects  remedied 
No.  of  Informal  Notices  Served  . . 

No.  of  Formal  Notices  Served 
No.  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  . . 

No.  of  Formal  Notices  complied  with 
No.  of  Interviews  . . 

No.  of  Letters  sent  out 


1218 

273 


4603 

39 

272 

139 

1096 

0 

243 

6908 

4318 

2461 

594 

1412 

362 

338 

204 
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Particulars  ot  sanitary  improvements  made  and  defects  remedied  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  contained  in  the  following 
Table  : — 

TABLE  8. 


DWELLING  HOUSES. 

Insufficient  closet  accommodation 


Water  supply  improved 58 

Cleansed  and  limewashed 6 

Overcrowding  abated — 

Damp  and  defective  house, 

walls,  roofs,  etc 552 

Defective  gutters  and  down- 
spouts  419 

Cleansing  dirty  floors  14 

,,  ,,  woodwork  4 

,,  ,,  dirty  yards 7 

,,  ,,  bedding  1 

,,  ,,  windows 1 

gully  traps 1 

,,  ,,  cellar  areas 1 

Obstructive  buildings  removed  . . — 

Defective  sink  waste  pipes 144 

Defective  dishstones 12 

Waste  pipes  disconnected  from 

drains I 

Yards  and  passages  reflagged  ....  — 

Yards  badly  paved  or  flagged ....  40 

Insufficient  lighting  and  venti- 
lation of  rooms 3 

Defective  chimney  flues 67 

Window  sash  frames,  cords, 
internal  walls,  ceilings,  floors, 
stairs,  fireplaces,  doors,  cup- 
boards to  be  repaired 1492 

Dangerous  and  defective  chim- 
ney stacks  85 

Fractured  internal  walls 16 

Gas  pipes  repaired 8 

Water  pipes  repaired 142 

Yard  division  walls 51 

Defective  and  bulging  external 

walls  93 

Absence  of  handrails  to  staircases  43 

Outbuildings  repaired 115 

Washing  Accommodation  pro-  42 

vided 

Food  Cupboards  provided 11 

Verminous  premises 20 


DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND 
MILKSHOPS. 


Dairy  Reconstructed  3 

Middensteads  — 

Floors  repaired 8 

Improved  Lighting 4 

Improved  water  supply 2 


Dairies,  Cowsheds,  ahd  Milkshops — 
Continued. 

Internal  walls  and  ceilings  re- 


paired   3 

Roof  repaired  1 

ICE  CREAM  MANUFACTORIES. 

Cleansing  and  limewashing 42 

Sanitary  conditions  improved ....  4 

Completely  reconstructed  2 


SCHOOLS. 

Playgrounds — repairs  to  drains  . . 
,,  repairs  to  asphalte. 

,,  repairs  to  paving. . 

,,  repairs  to  flags .... 

Urinals  repaired  or  improved  .... 
Sanitary  accommodation  repaired 
or  improved 


DRAINS. 

Re-layed  23 

Cleansed  or  repaired 220 

Intercepting  traps  provided  ....  — 

Soil  pipes  repaired 7 

Self-cleansing  gullies  provided  , . 24 

WATER  CLOSETS. 

Cleansed 2 

Repaired  129 

Cisterns  and  flushing  fittings  re- 
paired   96 

Provided  in  substitution  of  slop- 
water  closets 25 


PAIL  CLOSETS. 

Nuisance  abated  

Converted  from  privies  

OFFENSIVE  TRADES  PREMISES. 
Limewashed 

COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 


Cleansed  and  limewashed 10 

Other  nuisances  abated  2 
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TABLE  8 — {Continued). 


OFFENSIVE  ACCUMULATIONS. 


Removed  35 

ANIMALS  SO  KEPT  AS  TO  BE 
A NUISANCE. 

Nuisancea  abated 1 

SEWERS. 

Cleansed 1 

SLOP-WATER  CLOSETS. 

Nuisances  abated 16 


Converted  to  W.C.’s 25 


ASHPITS. 

Abolished  — 

ASH  RECEPTACLES. 

Repaired  — 

Portable  receptacles  provided ....  252 

STABLE  PREMISES. 

Removing  manure  1 

Reconstructed  middensteads  ....  — 

HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS.  . 

Nuisances  abated 1 


Details  of  Inspection  Work. 


Schools 14 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds 49 

Power  Factories 331 

Non- Power  Factories 68 

Workplaces — 

Bakehouses — Ordinary 16 

Underground  — 

Cowsheds 205 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  2601 

Ice  Cream  Premises  508 

Offensive  Trade  Premises 26 

Fried  Fish  Shops 206 

Common  Lodging  Houses 142 

Stable  Premises 3 

Offensive  Accumulations — 

Animals  so  kept  as  to  be  a nuisance  — 

Sewers 8 

Street  GuUies 65 

Canal  Boats 20 

Smoke  Observations 25 

Theatres  and  Cinemas 49 

Houses  Let -in -Lodgings 823 

Dirty  Houses 106 

Common  Yards,  Back  Roads  and 

Passag^es  35 

Scabies 3 

Dysenteries 9 

Suspected  Infectious  Diseases  ....  19 

Rodent  Campaign  V-sits  420 

Infected  Houses 302 

Small  Pox  Contacts  694 

Housing  and  Town  Planning  .^cts...  — 


Fishmongers  and  Greengrocers ....  — 

Ashes  Receptacles 107 

Food  Preparing  and  Storing  Places.  221 

Outworkers’  Premises — 

Dwelling  Houses 4649 

Samples  of — 

Milk  purchased  for  Sediment 

Test 1003 

Milk  Purchased  for  Chemical 

analysis  203 

Milk  purchased  for  bacteriological 

analysis  730 

Milk  purchased  for  Phosphotase  test  192 

Ice  Cream  purchased  for  chemical 

analysis  18 

Ice  Cream  Powder  purchased  for 

Chemical  analysis  8 

Ice  Cream  purchased  for  bacterio- 
logical analysis  97 

Ice  Cream  Powder  purchased  for 

bacteriological  analysis 8 

Labelling  of  Condensed  Milk  Tins.  127 

Insufficient  Water  Supply 601 

Miscellaneous 752 

Merchandise  Marks  Acts  1712 

Special  Inspections  re  Overcrowd- 
ing  3 

Routine  (work  ui  progress)  7131 

Applicants — Corporation  Houses.  . 390 

Visits  re  Prefabricated  Houses  ....  160 

Samples  of  Water  procured 35 


30 


Insanitary  Dwellings. — Daring  the  year  six  houses  were  closed  pursuant 
to  Section  111  of  the  B]aekl)urn  Improvement  Act  1S82.  As  mentioned 
in  tlie  introduel ion  to  this  Repoi't  much  of  the  property  in  tlie  Town  has 
grossly  deteriorated  since  IIKU),  and  the  Council  will  he  faced  with  a heavy 
Slum  Clearance  programme. 

Verminous  Premises. — Sixty-eight  privately  owned  dwelling-houses 
comprising  21S  rooms  have  been  disinfested  by  officers  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment and  140  premises  by  the  occupiers  with  material  supplied  by  the 
Health  Department.  In  only  two  cases  was  re-treatment  necessary. 

The  disinfestant  used  was  D.D.T.  which  is  now  in  large-scale  commercial 
production  and  readily  available  for  general  use.  The  Health  Department 
use  (and  sui^ply  to  members  of  the  public  on  request)  this  material,  either 
in  liquid  form  for  use  in  a spray  or  as  a powder  for  dusting  purposes.  This 
disinfestant  is  a well-nigh  ideal  insecticide,  as  it  is  cheap,  for  all  practical 
purposes  harmless  to  human  beings  and  animals,  non-staining  and  non- 
corrosive,  has  very  little  odour  and  is  highly  lethal  to  most  forms  of  insect 
life.  It  lacks,  however,  the  quick  “ Knock-out  ” effect  of  certain  other  insect- 
icides a drawback  which  is  more  than  counteracted  by  its  residual  toxicity 
which  renders  it  poisonous  to  insects  for  a period  of  several  months  after  its 

application. 

Scabies.  During  the  past  year  good  use  has  again  been  made  of  the 
Scabies  treatment  Clinic  at  Blakey  Moor. 

Careful  watch  for  Scabies  is  kept  at  the  school  clinics  and  during  medical 
inspections  at  schools.  Whenever  a case  is  found  and  treated  the  other 
members  of  the  family  are  invited  to  attend  for  a precautionary  treatment. 
Local  Medical  Practitioners  make  full  use  of  the  Clinic  by  sending  for  treat- 
ment cases  which  they  find  in  the  course  of  their  practice. 

296  persons  received  two  treatments  comprising  692  baths. 

22  persons  received  one  treatment  comprising  22  baths. 

Total  number  614  baths 


In  addition  six  persons  were  cleansed  of  body  lice. 

Rodent  Control.^ — I am  indebted  to  Miss  Laurie  of  the  Oxford  University 
Bureau  of  Animal  Po])ulation  and  to  the  Director  of  Infestation  Control  of 
the  Ministry  of  food  for  much  of  the  matter  contained  in  the  appended  notes 
on  rodent  po])nlation  and  habits. 
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It  is  known  that  the  average  adult  rat  eats  the  equivalent  of  20  lbs. 
of  wheat  and  that  a mouse  consumes  3 lbs.  of  food  per  ypai’-  addition 
to  the  amount  eaten  both  rats  and  mice  render  considerable  quantities  of 
foodstuffs  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

It  has  been  stated  that  there  are  as  many  rats  as  human  beings.  There 
IS  no  reliable  evidence  to  substantiate  that  figure,  except  that  there  are 
townships  in  the  country  where  the  sewer  and  surface  rat-kill  has  equalled 
a considerable  proportion  of  the  human  population.  The  kills,  however, 
were  obtained  over  a period  of  time  and  for  that  reason  probably  included 
several  generations. 

Another  reasoned  estimate  of  the  rat  population  is  one  of  between 
10,000,000  and  some  multiple  of  that  figure  but  there  is  no  means  of  deciding 
what  factor  corresponds  to  the  winter  and  snmmer  level  of  population. 
One  thing  alone  is  sure,  the  rodent  population  is  certainly  a high  one, 
and  is  responsible  for  heavy  food  wastage. 

The  average  mouse  becomes  fertile  and  starts  breeding  at  the  age  of 
six  weeks,  has  an  average  of  5|  litters  a year  though  in  specially  favourable 
surrouncUngs  (e.g.,  flour  stores)  eight  or  more  litters  may  be  produced.  The 
average  size  of  a litter  is  5i,  a number  which  is  exceeded  where  the  environ- 
ment offers  good  feeding. 

The  average  brown  rat  begins  to  breed  at  the  age  of  three  months 
and  it  is  possible  for  the  female  to  litter  every  six  weeks  although  during 
the  winter  (except  in  warm  surroundings)  very  little  breeding  takes  place. 
The  average  number  per  litter  is  seven. 

Fortunately  rodents  have  a very  high  mortality  rate  at  all  ages  and 
particularly  so  before  fecundity  is  attained.  For  this  reason  the  actual 
rate  of  increase  bears  no  relationship  to  the  number  of  rodents  born  and, 
even  in  the  absence  of  rodent  control  measures,  the  popidation  probably 
remains  more  or  less  stationary.  None  the  less  sustained  and  systematic 
effort  is  essential  to  reduce  the  number  of  rodents. 

Prior  to  1946  two  rodent  operators  were  employed  full  time  by  the 
Council  in  dealing  with  complaints  of  rat  infestation,  no  serious  attemjDts 
being  made  to  search  for  rats  and  mice.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  it 
was  decided  to  introduce  a system  of  “ block  control  ” whereby  whenever 
any  complaints  of  rat  infestation  were  received  all  the  premises  in  the  Block 
concerned  were  thoroughly  surveyed  and  infestations  so  revealed  were 
treated  simidtaneously.  Progress  was  necessarily  .olow. 
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Tn  July  the  Ministry  of  Food  sent  a circular  to  all  Local  Authorities 
inviting  their  co-operation  in  a special  scheme  which  was  briefly  as  follows  : 
A free  treatment  was  to  be  offered  to  all  occupiers  of  dwelling  houses  infested 
with  rats  or  mice,  the  cost  of  treating  any  business  premises  to  be  recovered 
from  the  occupiers  as  before  and  the  cost  to  the  local  authority  of  surveying 
land  and  premises,  clerical  assistance,  etc.,  to  be  reimbursed  by  the  Ministry. 

The  town  was  divided  into  areas,  each  area  being  sub-divided  into 
blocks  formed  as  far  as  possible  by  roads  or  other  well-defined  boundaries. 
All  the  premises  in  each  block  had  to  be  inspected,  test  baits  put  down  where 
premises  were  suspected,  though  not  necessarily  proved,  to  be  rat  infested, 
followed  by  Block  treatment  where  necessary.  The  scheme  had  to  finish 
on  the  31st  March,  1947. 

Accordingly,  ten  temporary  rodent  operators  were  appointed  in  Sep- 
tember, and  one  District  Sanitary  Inspector  who  was  due  to  retire  on  super- 
annuation was  retained  to  supervise  the  work  of  these  operators.  The 
survey  has  so  far  revealed  several  large  infestations  and  numerous  smaller 
ones  whose  existence  was  previously  entirely  unsuspected.  The  scheme  is 
well  up  to  schedule  and  should  be  completed  by  the  appointed  day.  Prior 
to  beginning  the  systematic  search  and  treatment  of  the  town  the  Rivers 
Darwen  and  Blakewater,  together  with  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal, 
were  all  surveyed  and  treated  with  good  results. 

Table  No.  9 sets  out  the  details  of  the  premises  surveyed  and  treated, 
together  with  the  results. 

In  addition  a maintenance  treatment  of  the  sewers  within  the  Borough 
was  carried  out  during  the  period  1st  July  to  10th  August,  1946,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Borough  Engineers  Department. 

The  treatment  was  carried  out  on  lines  recommended  by  the  Ministry 
of  Food  and  consisted  of  prebaiting  the  manholes  on  two  successive  days 
with  unpoisoned  bait,  and  on  the  third  day  with  poison  bait.  The  un- 
poisoned bait  taken  on  the  first  and  second  days  was  recorded,  but  not 
the  take  of  poison  bait.  The  bait  used  was  saiisage  rusk.  The  total  number 
of  manholes  baited  was  1747. 

The  number  of  manholes  where  bait  was  taken  was  641,  and  in  229 
manholes  the  bait  was  taken  completely.  As  the  take  of  poison  bait  was 
not  required  to  be  recorded,  no  estimate  can  be  formed  as  to  the  number 
of  rats  killed,  but  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  about  100  bodies  Avcre  counted 
at  the  Witton  sewage  outfall. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 


TABLE  NO.  9 


Jantiary- 

.4ugust 

Septombcr- 

December 

Total 

No.  of  Premises  surveyed  ... 

101(5 

25,839 

I 

26,8.55 

No.  of  premises  not  infested 

889 

24,897 

25,786 

No.  of  premises  infested  or  suspect 

127 

942 

1,069 

No.  of  premises  treated 

1.52 

741 

893 

No.  of  visits  for  treatment... 

1,094 

2,748 

3,842 

Estimated  number  of  Rats  destroyed 

1,137 

2,688 

3,82.5 

Estimated  number  of  Mice  destroyed 

3.51 

3,6()0 

4,011 

1 

Factories  Act  1937. — The  Factories  Act,  1937,  came  into  force  in  July, 
1938.  It  reijlaced  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901,  and  various 
later  Acts.  It  was  a consolidating  measure  and  followed  broadly  the  lines 
of  the  Act  of  1901,  but  introduced  provisions  based  on  modern  practice. 
The  old  distinction  between  factory  and  workshops  has  disappeared,  only 
the  term  “ factory  ” being  now  employed.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Local 
Authority  to  enforce  the  provisions  as  to  sanitary  conveniences  in  all  factories 
and,  in  the  case  of  factories  where  mechanical  power  is  not  used,  the  pro- 
vision of  the  Act  dealing  with  cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature,  ven- 
tilation, and  drainage  of  floors. 

It  is  estimated  that  there  are  818  power  factories  and  230  non-power 
factories  within  the  Borough. 

Unfortunately  war  broke  out  twelve  months  after  the  passing  of  the 
Act  and,  in  consequence,  no  systematic  inspections  of  factories  have  been 
carried  out.  Urgent  defects  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Department, 
chiefly  by  notification  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories,  have  been  dealt 
with,  but  the  time  has  now  come  when  a detailed  survey  of  all  factories 
shoidd  be  made.  Shortage  of  Sanitary  Inspectors  has  prevented  anything 
in  the  nature  of  a systematic  survey  and  until  the  services  of  a factory 
inspector  are  secured  little  can  be  done. 

During  the  year  under  review  134  inspections  of  factories  have  been 
carried  out.  Where  contraventions  of  the  Act  were  found  the  occupiers 
of  the  factories  concerned  were  notified  and  requested  to  take  appropriate 
step.s  to  comply  with  the  Act.  Some  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in 
getting  the  necessary  work  done  owing  to  the  shortage  of  labour 
and  materials  and,  in  consequence,  a considerable  period  must  be  allowed 
for  the  carrying  out  of  repairs  and  alterations. 

Tal)le  No.  10  sets  out  in  detail  the  number  and  types  of  contraventions 
of  the  Act  dealt  with  during  the  past  year. 
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TABLE  10. 


Factories. 


Power 

Non- 

Power 

Building 

Operations 

Nuinlicr  ot  Factories  on  Dio  Jiogisfcor 

818 

230 

1 

Number  of  Factories  inspected 

114 

19 

1 

Number  of  re-visits  to  Factories 

229 

.50 

1 

Number  of  Factories  found  satisfactorj'  ... 

7 

4 

0 

Number  of  Factories  where  contraventions  were 

found 

107 

15 

1 

Number  of  Factories  wliere  contraventions  have 

been  remedied  ... 

33 

2 

1 

Number  of  Factories  where  work  is  in  progress 

to  remedy  contraventions 

44 

10 

0 

Number  of  Factories  where  contraventions  are 

outstanding 

30 

3 

0 

Smoke  Abatement. — During  recent  years  little  work  has  been  done  in 
connection  with  Smoke  Abatement  ; in  fact  during  the  period  of  hostilities 
factory  proprietors  were  encouraged  to  emit  as  much  smoke  as  possible  and 
thus  create  a screen  over  industrial  areas. 

The  problem  should  now  be  tackled  seriously  and  to  this  end  the  Council 
have  added  a Smoke  Inspector  to  the  approved  establishment  of  the  Health 
Dejiartment.  This  is  a progressive  step  but  there  are  still  obstacles  to  our 
approach  to  smoke  abatement. 

Firstly,  advertisement  for  a duly  qualified  smoke  inspector  has  been 
fruitless.  In  the  second  place  much  of  the  boiler  plant  in  the  Borough 
has  been  driven  hard  for  a period  of  years  without  repairs  or  replacements 
and  is  now  becoming  w'orn-out  and,  although  many  factory  owners  are 
desirous  of  installing  new  plant,  the  requisite  sanction  is  not  forthcoming. 
An  even  greater  difficulty  in  securing  smoke  abatement  is  the  poor  quality 
of  fuel  availalile  ; this  varies  from  out-crop  and  washed  slack  to  nuts  and 
cobbles  of  various  sizes. 

The  usual  ash-content  of  coal  is  4-5  per  cent,  although  some  out-crop 
coal  may  contain  as  much  as  25  per  cent.  Fuel  of  this  type  is  dirty  and, 
being  of  low  calorific  value,  necessitates  overloading  of  strained  plant  to 
obtain  steam  production,  and  consequently  causes  emission  of  excessive 
smoke  and  grit  into  the  atmosphere. 

During  tlie  year  25  smoke  observations  have  been  made.  By  resolution 
of  the  Council,  emission  of  black  smoke  is  permitted  for  not  more  than  4 
minutes  during  any  one  hour  in  the  case  of  one  boiler,  5 minutes  for  two 
boilers,  6 minutes  for  three  boilers  and  7 minutes  for  four  or  more  boilers. 
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111  the  cases  of  two  factory  chimneys,  black  smoke  was  emitted  for 
a much  longer  period  than  that  permitted.  The  Managements  concerned 
were  interviewed  on  a number  of  occasions  and  in  one  case  plans  have  boon 
submitted  to  the  Local  Authority  for  the  erection  of  a new  chimney  and 
in  the  other  the  iMinistry  of  Fuel  and  Power  was  consulted  and  imjirove- 
ments  to  the  boiler  plant  were  effected  in  accordance  with  the  recommen- 
dations given. 

Whilst  much  remains  to  be  done  to  reduce  smoke  emission  from  factory 
chimneys,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  dwelling-houses  contribute  in  high 
1 degree  to  our  badly  polluted  atmosphere.  For  this  reason  all  new  dwelling- 
I houses  should  be  fitted  only  with  modern  grates  designed  to  burn  smokeless 
fuel,  with  consequently  lessened  smoke  emission  and  fuel  consumption. 


CONTRAVENTIONS  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

AND 

THE  SANITARA^  ACCOMMODATION  REGULATIONS,  1938. 


Sect.  1.  Cleajjliness. 


Number  of 
contraventions 
found. 


(a)  Accumulations  of  refuse 

(b)  Walls,  partitions,  ceilings  not  clean  ... 

Sect.  3.  Temperature. 

Effective  provision  not  made  for  maintaining  a reasonable  tem- 
perature ... 

Sect.  7.  Sanitary  Conveniences. 

Absence  of  sanitary  conveniences  ... 

Sufficient  sanitary  conveniences  not  provided  ... 

Suitable  sanitary  conveniences  not  provided  ... 

Separate  sanitary  conveniences  not  provieed  for  each  sex ... 
Sanitary  conveniences  not  effectively  lighted 
Sanitary  conveniences  not  maintained  in  proper  repair  ... 
Sanitary  conveniences  not  kept  clean 

Sanit.^ry  Accommodation  Regulations,  1938. 

Sanitary  conveniences  not  ventilated 

Sanitary  conveniences  in  direct  communication  with  the  work- 
room 

Sanitary  conveniences  not  provided  with  proper  doors  ... 
Sanitary  conveniences  not  provided  with  proper  fasteners 
Sanitary  conveniences  not  conveniently  accessible 
Sanitary  conveniences  not  provided  with  separate  approaches  ... 
Sanitary  conveniences  not  effectively  screened  ... 

Sanitary  conveniences  not  indicated  with  sex  of  users 
In-sanitary  urinals 


1 

7 


1 


10 

2 

4 

6 

90 

i8 

()2 


21 


44 

13 

54 

1 

•> 

8 

10 

5 


PART  III. 


Food  Supply. 
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Ice  Cream. 

Tliere  are  83  jireniises  in  the  borough  which  are  registered  for  the  pre- 
paration of  ice-cream,  although  only  42  producers  actually  manufactured 
the  product  during  the  year. 

Four  applications  for  registration  were  received  of  which  one  was  re- 
fused on  the  grounds  of  unsuitability  of  premises. 

All  premises  at  which  ice-cream  was  produced  were  surveyed  by  the 
Borough  Bacteriologist  and  myself  and,  as  a result  of  that  inspection  and 
having  regard  to  the  bacterial  content  of  a large  number  of  samples  pre-  . 
viously  examined,  we  decided,  in  the  absence  of  any  legal  standard,  to  adopt 
the  following  grades  for  local  purposes  : 


Total  Bacterial  Count. 

B.  Coli. 

Grade  A. 

Less  than  200,000  per  c.c 

• 

Present  in  not  more  than  1 tube. 

Grade  B. 

200,000 — 500,000  per  c.c.  ... 

and/or  B.  Coli  in  not  more  than 
2 tubes. 

Grade  C. 

500,000  -1- per  c.c.  ... 

and/or  B.  Coli  in  3 tubes. 

Of  97  sa 

mples  examined,  50  per  cent. 

were  classed  as  “ A,”  16  per 

cent.  “ B ” and  34  per  cent  “ C.” 

The  bacteriological  results  showed  that  in  the  hands  of  the  small  maker 
the  cold-mix  method  was  the  best  and  that  the  attempts  of  small  makers 
to  “ pasteurise  ” gave  unsatisfactory  results.  This  was  probably  due  to 
insuflicient  preliminary  heating  follow'ed  by  slow  cooling. 

The  appended  Table  sets  out  the  bacteriological  gradings  of  samjjles 
pre])ared  by  the  three  different  methods  ordinarily  used. 


Type  of  Cream. 

Grade  A. 
Percentage. 

Grade  B. 
Percentage. 

Grade  C. 
Percentage. 

Cold  Mix  ... 

75% 

17% 

8% 

“ Pasteurised  ” 

37% 

63% 

Boiled 

50% 

27% 

23% 

Bacteriological  findings  did  not  bear  the  expected  relationship  to  tlie 
premises  in  which  the  ice-cream  was  produced  ; one  would  expect  a higher  1 
pro])ortion  of  Grade  A cream  from  “ Good  ” (relatively  large  and  well  ' 
equipped)  than  from  “ Poor  ” (ill  equipped  rooms  or  domestic  kitchen)  ; 
premises.  This  was  not  the  case.  i 
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Grade  A. 

Grade  P. 

Grade  C. 

Prciuises. 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

l^er  cent. 

Good 

40 

— 

()0 

Fair... 

55 

10 

30 

Poor... 

55 

30 

15 

The  above  table  tends  to  show  that  a small  producer,  clean  in  himself 
and  careful  in  his  methods,  can  turn  out  an  ice-cream  as  clean  as  or  even 
cleaner  than,  that  produced  by  the  large,  well  equijjped  firms. 

Six  samples  of  proprietary  ice-cream  powder  were  bacteriologically 
examined.  Three  brands  were  sterile,  yet  only  32  per  cent,  of  the  samples 
of  ice-cream  made  from  them  were  graded  “ A.”  Two  other  brands  of 
powder  gave  a somewhat  high  count  of  aerobic  spore- bearers,  yet  produced 
creams  50  per  cent,  of  which  were  classed  as  (trade  A. 

Two  samples  of  dried  milk  used  for  ice-cream  preparation  were  sterile. 

Scrutiny  of  methods  used  for  cleansing  and  sterilising  equipment  gave 
unexpected  results.  No  less  than  SO  per  cent,  of  samples  from  a dairy  using 
steam  sterilisation  were  classed  Grade  C. 

On  the  other  hand,  only  17  per  cent,  of  samples  from  makers  wlio 
merely  “ scald  ” their  pails,  etc.,  came  into  Grade  C.  This  finding  does 
not  condemn  steam  sterilisation  but  suggests  that  the  method  was  care- 
lessly employed  and  that,  under  such  circumstances,  it  is  less  effective  than 
simpler  methods  when  conscientioiisly  carried  out. 

Sampling  of  ice  cream  began  in  May  and  continued  until  production 
ceased  at  the  end  of  the  summer.  Throughout  the  period  of  systematic 
sampling,  bacterial  standards  tended  to  rise  with  successive  samples  due, 
probably,  to  visits  paid  by  the  sampling  officer  to  explain  the  significance 
of  the  results,  good  or  bad,  to  the  producer.  Only  5 makers  (IG  samples) 
deteriorated,  the  remainder  showed  a definite  improvement  in  grading  as 
the  season  went  on. 

Chemieal  analysis  of  eighteen  samples  of  ice-cream  gave  8 per  cent,  of 
milk  fat  in  three  cases,  between  two  and  five  per  cent,  in  four  cases,  and  the 
remainder  contained  less  than  one  per  cent,  of  milk  fat.  These  findin<j-s 
lare  fairly  representative  of  analyses  throughout  the  country.  Other  countries 
have  laid  down  specified  chemical  standards,  the  As.sociation  of  Municipal 
Corporations  have  represented  that  there  should  be  .some  legal  distinction 
between  ice-cream  and  water-ice,  and  the  ice-cream  trade  have  suggested 
that  substances  sold  as  ice-cream  should  contain  8 per  cent,  of  milk  fat  and 
10  per  cent,  of  milk  solids. 
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For  these  reasons  one  had  grounds  to  hope  that  the  Ice-Cream  (Heat 
Treatment)  Regulations  would  prescribe  a minimum  milk  fat  content. 
The  Regulations,  however,  give  only  the  following  definition  : — 

“ Ice-cream  includes  water-ices  and  any  article which 

is  so  similar  to  ice-cream  as  to  constitute  a substiHite  therefore.” 

It  is  regretted  that  the  Regulations  lay  down  no  bacterial  standards, 
the  grounds  for  this  omission  being  that  there  is  no  test  sufficiently  reliable 
to  justify  its  use  as  a statutory  test,  non-compliance  with  which  would 
constitute  a statutory  offence.  The  Ministry  of  Health’s  Monthly  Bulletin 
for  March,  1947,  however,  describes  a form  of  methylene  blue  test,  adapted 
for  testing  ice-cream  qua  bacterial  cleanliness.  This  test,  together  with  the 
B.  Coli  test,  will  be  adopted  locally. 

The  Regulations  will  be  difficult  to  enforce.  They  prescribe,  for  instance, 
that  where  a complete  cold-mix  powder  (a  powder  which  may  be  converted 
into  ice-cream  by  adding  water  only,  which  is  sent  out  by  the  manufacturer 
in  air-tight  containers,  and  has  been  made  by  evaporating  a liquid  mixture 
which  has  been  previously  heat-treated)  is  used,  the  re -constituted  powder 
must  be  converted  into  ice-cream  within  one  hour  of  re -constitution. 
I know  of  no  test  which  would  indicate  whether  or  no  this  procedure  had 
been  carried  out. 

The  Regulations  further  prescribe  that  for  other  than  a “ complete 
cold  mix  ” the  mixed  ingredients  shall  not  be  kept  for  more  than  an  hour 

at  a temperature  exceeding  45°  Fahrenheit  before  being  raised  to  and  kept  at 
a temperature  of  not  less  than  150  degrees  Fahrenheit  for  30  minutes  or, 
alternatively,  of  not  less  than  160  degrees  Fahrenheit  for  10  minutes,  shall 
then  be  reduced  to  a temperature  of  not  more  than  45  degrees  Fahrenheit 
within  1-2  hours,  and  shall  be  kept  below  that  temperature  until  the  freezing 
process  is  begun. 

Ice-cream  is  not  be  be  sold  unless  it  has  been  kept  at  a temperature 
not  exceeding  28°  F.  since  freezing  ; if  this  temperature  has  been  exceeded 
the  cream  must  again  be  subjected  to  heat-treatment. 

A requirement  of  the  Regulations  that  such  indicating  and  recording 
thermometers  shall  be  used  as  the  Local  Authority  considers  requisite, 
will  not  come  into  operation  until  a date  to  be  appointed  by  the  Minister 
of  Health.  This  interval  has  been  provided  in  order  to  give  time,  where 
needed,  to  obtain  thermometers.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  recording  therm- 
ometers Moll  be  available  at  an  early  date  as,  without  them,  it  will  be 
impossible  to  enforce  the  time  and  temperature  requirements  laid  down  in 
the  Regulations. 
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Heat  treatment,  as  prescribed  by  the  regulations,  should  ensure  that 
a wholesome  cream  leaves  the  place  of  preparation,  but  it  will  not  guarantee 
that  the  product  is  bacteriologically  satisfactory  when  it  reaches  the  con- 
sumer. 

An  important  source  of  contamination  is  handling  after  manufacture, 
particularly  so  when  the  ice  cream  is  distributed  loose  from  street  barrows 
or  stalls.  For  this  reason  one  hopes  that  any  fresh  legislation  dealing  with 
ice  cream  will  require  that  cream  purveyed  from  street  barrows  or  stalls 
shall  be  pre-packed. 
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Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — All  producing  and  retailing  premises 
in  Blackburn  were  regularly  visited,  and  many  visits  were  paid,  in  conjunction 
with,  and  by  the  courtesy  of  the  local  officials,  to  milk  producing  premises 
outside  the  Borough  which  supply  milk  for  consumption  in  the  Borough. 

Repairs  were  carried  out  at  7 Farms  and  3 Dairies. 

Clean  Milk  Competition. — There  are  four  classes  of  competitors  for  the 
clean  milk  awards. 

A silver  cup  is  awarded  in  each  class  and  is  held  by  the  winner  for 
one  year.  He  also  receives  a miniature  cup  and  gold  brooch  for  his  wife,  both 
of  which  are  retained. 

Class  I is  open  to  j)roducers  of  raw  designated  milks  purveyed  in  Black- 
burn. The  award  in  this  class  is  the  “ Redmayne  ” Cup.  The  winner  for 
1946  was  W.  Cowell,  Cooper  Fold  Farm,  Ramsgreave.  The  second 
prize  winner  was  H.  Haworth,  Lower  Shadsworth  Farm,  Blackburn, 
and  the  award  was  the  Feilden  Cup. 

Class  II  is  open  to  producers  of  non-designated  milks  jDurveyed  in  Black- 
burn. The  award  in  this  class  is  the  “ Porritt  ” Cup.  The  wimier  for  1946 
was  J.  Todd,  Lea  Farm,  Rishton.  The  second  prize  winner  was  J.  Pearson, 
Brook  Farm,  Ramsgreave,  and  the  award  was  John  Redma5me  Tiller  Cup. 

Class  III  is  open  to  producers  of  designated  milks  whose  main  source  of 
livelihood  is  dairy  farming.  The  award  in  this  class  is  the  Burke  Cup  which 
was  won  by  The  Palatine  Ice  & Cold  Storage  Co.,  Ltd.,  Billinge  Nook 
Farm,  Blackburn. 

Class  IV  is  for  the  best  imdesignated  dairy  farm  under  the  same  con- 
ditions as  Class  HI.  The  winner  for  1946  was  J.  Walker,  Blacklow 
Farm,  Ri.shton  and  the  award  the  “ Jack  Redmayne  Cup.” 

1 am  greatly  indebted  to  Mr.  Alderman  J.  Livesey,  who,  together  with 
Mr.  B.  Holden,  and  the  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Health  Comm- 
ittee, kindly  acted  as  judges. 

In  assessing  results  the  judges  are  guided  by  the  following  factors  : 

(а)  safety  and  cleanliness  of  the  milk  as  indicated  by  bacteriological  reports  ; 

(б)  nutritive  value  as  shown  by  chemical  analysis,  (c)  metliods  of  production, 
nature  of  ecpiipment  for  sterilisation,  cooling,  etc.,  and  (d)  the  cleanliness 
of  the  dairies  and  those  there  employed. 

Pasteurised  Milk.— At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  four  pasteuris- 
ing plants  in  the  Borough  ; one  of  tliem  discontinued  processing  in  April.  A 
neighbouring  pasteurising  firm  imports  large  quantities  of  milk  into  Black- 
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burn.  A total  of  174  samples  were  bacteriologically  examined  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  pliosphatase  test.  Of  these  samples  2 failed  tf)  pass  the  bacterial 
count  or  methylene  blue  test  and  33  failed  the  B.  Coli  test.  The  bulk  of  the 
misatisfactory  samples  qua  B.  Coli  were  from  a local  firm  equipped  with  old 
equipment  which  was  replaced  in  May.  Since  the  new  plant  was  installed 
the  samples  have  been  highly  satisfactory. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936. — The  main  provisions  of  this 
Order  have  already  been  described. 

The  Special  grades  of  milk  are  “ Tuberculin  tested  ” ; “ Accredited  ” ; 
“ Pasteurised  ”.  There  is  a special  designation  for  the  herd  of  cows  which 
passes  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  standard  for  tuberculin  tested,  namely 
“ Attested.” 


Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. — There  are  two  firms  in  Blackburn  licensed 
for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  and  Milk  from  5 such  farms  in  the  neighbourhood 
is  retailed  in  the  town. 

Accredited  Milk. — Much  accredited  milk  which  is  produced  is  not  sold 
as  such,  but  goes  to  the  dairies.  There  are,  however,  19  accredited  iDroducers 
in  the  district  supplying  milk  for  retail  trade  and  9 of  these  are  in  the  Borough 

Sterilised  Milk. — Is  not  a designated  milk,  but  a large  amount  is  used. 
A number  of  dairies  outside,  in  addition  to  two  inside  the  Borough,  cater 
for  this  trade.  Eighteen  samples  of  sterilized  milk  were  taken  and  all 
proved  satisfactory. 

Tubercle  Bacilli. — Two  hundred  and  fifty  two  samples  of  milk  were 
taken  and  examined  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli,  of  which  9 contained 
tubercle  bacilli.  These  were  reported  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries.  ■ _ • 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk. — Is  undertaken  at  the  Blackburn 
and  East  Lancashire  Royal  Infirmary. 


Seven  himdred  and  thirty  sanqDles  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Methy- 
tine  blue  reduction  test  and  to  the  B.  Coli  test.  Five  hundred  and  sixty 
seven  passed  the  former  and  six  hmrdred  and  fifteen  the  latter  test. 
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Chemical  Analysis. — Two  hundred  and  three  samples  of  milk,  128  of 
whicli  were  informal,  were  taken  during  the  year  and  examined  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Liverpool.  Seven  samples,  or  3-3%  were  reported  not 
to  conform  with  the  standard  prescribed  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.  If 
an  informal  sample  proves  not  to  be  genuine  on  analysis,  a formal  sample 
is  purchased  and  submitted  to  the  analyst. 


TABLE  11. 

AVERAGE  COMPOSITION  OF  MILK  SOLD  IN  BLACKBURN, 

YEAR  1946. 


Month 

No.  of 
Samples 
Taken. 

% of  Fat 

% 

of  other 

Solids. 

January  

21 

3-69 

8-86 

February  

21 

3-64 

8-60 

March 

26 

3-70 

8-55 

April  

21 

3-56 

8-65 

May  

17 

3-54 

8-78 

June  

14 

3-53 

8-96 

July  

14 

3-47 

911 

August  

14 

3-62 

8-89 

September 

14 

3-41 

9.09 

October  

14 

3-89 

8-83 

November 

14 

3-69 

8-69 

December  

14 

4-10 

8-65 

Average  

203 

3-64 

8-80 

Lactometer  Test. — During  the  year  1003  samples  of  milk  were  examined 
with  the  Thermo-Lactometer  and  8 were  found  deficient.  Formal  samples 
were  immediately  taken  from  the  vendors. 

The  Public  Health  (Condensed  Milk)  Regulations,  1923  & 1927. — Nine 
samples  were  jjurchased  under  the  above  regulations.  All  the  samples 
were  found  to  be  genuine  and  properly  labelled. 
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Examination  of  Milk  for  Dirt. — Samples  of  milk  examined  for  dirt  are 
filtered  through  wool  discs,  and  these  are  then  dried  and  mounted.  They 
, are  then  available  for  records,  comparisons,  and  for  demonstration  to  pro- 
c ducers. 

Letters  are  sent  to  purveyors  of  contaminated  milk,  and  wherever 
possible,  visits  are  paid  to  the  producing  premises. 


During  the  year  1003  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  examined  for  the 
presence  of  dirt. 


TABLE  12 


Fairly 

Samples 

No.  of 

Clean 

Clean 

Contaminated 

taken  from. 

Samples 

Number 

% 

Number 

% 

Number 

0/ 

/o 

Producer-retailers 
with  premises  in  the 

Bo  rough  

Producer-retailers 

290 

267 

92-1 

23 

7-9 

with  premises  in  the 

County  area  

Retailers,  residing  in 
theBorough, obtaining 

408 

355 

87-0 

53 

130 

supplies  from  pro- 
ducers with  premises, 
for  the  most  part, 
outside  the  Borough 
Retailers  with  pre- 
mises outside  the 

181 

176 

97-2 

5 

2-8 

... 

•• 

Borough  

Wholesale  producers 

12 

12 

100 

... 

... 

at  dairies  supplied 
by  them  before  the 
milk  was  handed  over 

112 

39 

34-8 

69 

61-6 

4 

3-6 

1003 

849 

84-7 

150 

14-9 

4 

0-4 
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Milk  in  Schools  Scheme. — During  the  year  729,679  pints  of  milk  were 
consumed  in  schools  in  Blackburn. 

Cheese. — One  daiTV  manufactures  cheese.  The  cheese  is  recognised 
under  the  Agricultural  Produce  (Grading  and  Marking)  Act,  1928,  as  a 
National  iVIark  product. 

Meat  Inspection. — In  Cattle  and  Pigs,  the  only  disease  which  takes  heavy 
toll,  amongst  apparently  healthy  animals,  is  tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  susceptible  animals  (cattle,  calves,  pigs)  affected  with 
tuberculosis  during  1946,  was  2,023  or  16-9%. 

Of  3,645  cows  slaughtered,  1,543  or  42-0%,  were  found  to  be  affected 
with  tuberculosis  in  some  degree. 

Of  2,043  heifers  192  or  9-4%  were  affected. 

Of  213  bulls  36  or  16-8%  were  affected. 

Of  2,163  bullocks  204  or  9-4%  were  affected. 

Of  3,103  calves,  12  or  0-38%.  were  affected. 

Of  789  pigs  slaughtered,  36,  or  4-5%,  were  affected. 

The  number  of  carcases  in  which  the  disease  was  so  advanced  as  to 
necessitate  total  condemnation  was  250. 

In  1946,  266  carcases  of  cattle  were  totally  condemned  as  being  unfit 
for  human  food,  and  of  these,  240  were  affected  with  tuberculosis. 

Infestation  with  flnke  necessitates  condemnation  of  a large  proportion 
of  livers.  The  number  of  livers  and  part  livers  rejected  on  this  account 
during  the  year  was  11,090. 

Regular  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to  butchers  and  other  meat 
shops  (food  preparing  premises)  wholesale  and  retail  fish  markets  and 
to  the  meat  market. 
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TABLE  13. 

Number  of  Animals  Slaughtered  at  the  Public  Abattoir 


Beasts 

Sheep 

Calves 

Pigs 

Goats 

Total 

8064 

34372 

3103 

789 

• • 

46328 

NUMBER  OF  IMPORTED  CARCASES  AND  PORTIONS  OF 
CARCASES  ETC.  BROUGHT  TO  THE  ABATTOIR. 

TABLE  14. 


C. 

LUCASES 

Parts  of  Carcases 

IBeef 

Mutton 

and 

Lamb 

Pork 

Quart’s 
of  Beef 

Bags  of 
Bonel’s 

Beef 

Sides  of 

Pork 

Bags  of 
Pork 

Cuts 

Bags  of 
Bonel’s 

Pork 

Sides 

of 

Veal 

Bags  of 
Veal 

Cuts 

Bags  of 
Mutton 

Cuts 

... 

71,492 

16,322 

917 

891 

3,045 

3 

598 

169 

527 

Bags  of 

Cases  of 

Bags  of 

Pork 

Canned 

Offal 

Bellies 

Corned  Meat 

3,213 

57 

16,121 

Carcases  Examined  and  Rejected 

TABLE  15. 


Cows 

[ 

Heifers  j Bulls 

Bullocks 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

Total  No.  of 

Carcases  Examined 

3,645 

2,043  213 

2,163 

3,103 

34,372 

789 

46,328 

■No.  Rejected  for 

Tuberculosis 

228 

16  ! ... 

1 

8 

O 

2.50 

■ No.  Rejected  for 

Diseases,  Etc.,  other 

1 

than  Tuberculosis 

24 

1 i ... 

1 

153 

73 

3 

255 
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Fish  Etc.  Rejected. 

Boxes  Fish  

85|  Tripes  

101 

Lbs.  Fish  

398  lbs.  Tripe  Reeds  

119 

Chickens  

4 Bags  of  Sheep  Feet  

.32 

Turkey 

1 Gangs  of  Sheep  Feet  

.3085 

Hams  

1 Ox  Feet 

128 

Bacon  

219  Jibs. 

Brawn  

12J]bs. 

Other  Foodstuffs  Seized  Or  Surrendered 


Tins  of  Meat 

2805 

Tins  of  Fish 

702 

Tins  of  Milk 

2488 

Tins  Vegetables  

1241 

Tins  Soup  

820 

Tins  Fruit  

005 

Jars  Jam  

212 

Tins  Marmalade  

5 

Jars  Lemon  Curd 

10 

Jars  Fish  Paste  

384 

Tins  Tomatoes  

63 

Canned  Salmon  

...  1124  lbs. 

Cases  Eggs  

12 

Eggs  

74 

Tea 

...  16  lbs. 

Oatmeal  

...  494  lbs. 

Barley  ... 

...  425  lbs. 

Sausage  Binder  

...  112  lbs. 

Sugar  ..  ...  3 tons  2 

cwts.  20  lbs. 

Butter,  Margarine 

...  1.36  lbs. 

Cereals  

...  66  Pkts 

Fish  Cakes  

105 

Sponge  Puddings 

...181  Pkts. 

Cake  Powder 

...  42  lbs. 

Cake  Biscuits 

...  .351  lbs. 

Boxes  Raisins  

64 

Dates,  Dried  Fruit  

...  398  lbs. 

Baking  Powder  

...  751  lbs. 

Soyaghetti  

...  .302  lbs. 

Boxes  Prunes 

1 

Chips  Cherries  

80 

Chips  Strawberries  

41.3 

Lettuce  

792 

Pads  Cress  

36 

Apples  

...  948  lbs. 

Toffee  

7 lbs. 

Chocolate  

...  28.Ubs. 

Semolina 

...  29  lbs. 

Dessert  Mould  

...  80  Pkts. 

Almond  Substitute  

...  168  lbs. 

Vinegar  Sauce  

26  bottles. 

Carcases,  Etc.,  Sent  for  Utilization. 
126  Tons,  19  Cwts.  1 Qr.  13  lbs. 


Number  of  Visits  to  Inspect  Food. 

Fish  Shops  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  871 

Provision  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1250 

Butchers’  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2358 

Meat  Market  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  151 

Fish  Market  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  167 

Railway  Siding  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  281 
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FABLE  16.  THE  FOOD  & DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928. 


Samples  Taken. 

Samples  Genuine. 

Samples  Adnlteraced. 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Milk  

75 

128 

71 

125 

4 

3 

2 

2 

Cocoii  

2 

- 

2 

_ 

— 

PrtUp  Sr  Piifldin^  Mivt.nro 

1 

8 

— 

7 

1 

1 

Orifffifl  Sr  Phioorv  - - 

— 

4 

- 

4 

_ 

Coffee  & Chickorv  Kssonec 

Ciirn’  Powder 

- 

5 

3 

5 

3 

- 

- 

Barley  

Drifwl  ATilk 

1 ' 

2 

1 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

J am  

G ineier  

- 

> 6 

' 2 

- 

6 

2 

- 

Oatmeal  

— 

' 2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Mixed  Spico 

4 

1 — 

4 

— 

Condensed  Milk  

i 9 

- 

9 

— 

Pickling  Spiee 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Meat  Paste 

i 3 

_ 

3 

Self-Raising  Flour 

3 

3 

— 

_ 

Semolina  

4 

- 

4 

_ 

Ice  Cream 

1 — 

18 

_ 

18 

1 Vinegar 

1 ^ 

— 

2 

Soya  Cream 

1 

_ 

1 

f Bicarbonate  of  Soda  

1 

1 « 

1 

k Tinned  Beans 

7 

1 

3 

4 

r Tinned  Beetroot 

t Tinned  Meat  & Vegetables 

f Tinned  Mixed  Vegetables 

• Tinned  Brisling 

t Tinned  Salmon  

i : 

1 

! I 

3 

1 

7 

! : 

7 

4 

3 

1 

7 

- 

e Tinned  Sardines 

B Tiimed  Pilchards 

: 

4 

4 

1 _ 

4 

4 

- 

- 

1 Tinned  Spaghetti 

5 

j 

5 

> Tinned  Pudding 

4 

1 

1 - 

4 

^ Tinned  Peas 

7 

1 

7 

t Svriip  of  Figs 

2 

i 

1 

1 

B Barley  P'lakes 

3 

_ 

3 

(1  Bourn-Vita  

1 

1 

r Marmalade  

2 

2 

|i  Groimd  Almond  Substitute  

1 Nutmeg  

- 

1 

9 

- 

2 

- 

1 

1 Tinned  Carrots 

1 

1 

t Ham-Beef  Paste 

3 

3 

i Tinned  Masedoni 

9 

- 

2 

Vita-Cup  

1 

1 

f Pepper  

3 

3 

► Sauce 

0 

5 

Lemon  Cheese 

1 

1 

Cremola  

- 

1 

1 

1 Saccharin  Tablets  

1 

1 

Macaroni  

1 

1 

■ 

1 Golden  Raising  Flour 

1 

1 

1 

Baking  Powder 

4 

4 

1 Ice  Cream  Powder 

G 

6 

! Chutnev  

1 

1 

9 

_ ■ 

1 

! 

1 Coffee  

2 

'j  Jellymange  

1 

1 

i!  Tinned  Soup  

_ 

17 

14 

1 

3 

< Bloater  Paste.... 

1 

il  Tinned  Sild 

1 

2 

2 

i 

HGlvecrine  

1 

1 

1 

» Epsom  Salts 

i 

2 

2 

(Syrup  

1 

2 

2 

( Barley  Crystals 

1 

1 

1 

1 

KCiiuramon 

1 

1 

(Dried  Eggs.. 

. 

1 

1 

1 

iFruitella  

1 

1 

1 

1 

ItDessert  Mould 

1 

1 

Jimket  Powder. 

I 

1 

Patent  Barley 

1 

1 

1 

'Salmon  & Shrimp  Paste 

1 

1 

_ 

llSardine  & Tomato  Paste 

1 

1 

‘Aspirin  

1 

1 

, 

I’OTAL  

7(i 

344 

71 

328 

5 

;iG 

TABLE  17 

THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION  ACT,)  1928.— Action  taken  in  reoard  to  adulterated  Samples. 
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Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926. — Twelve  samples  of  feeding 
stuffs  and  fertilisers  were  examined  by  the  Analyst  during  the  year.  Of 
these  nine  conformed  with  the  statutory  statement  and  three  failed  to  do  so. 
The  vendors  of  the  samples  were  informed  of  the  difference  between  the 
actual  composition  and  the  composition  as  defined  in  the  statutory  statement, 
and  the  deficiency  or  excess  was  pointed  out,  and  in  the  case  of  the  formal 
samples  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  were  informed. 

The  appended  Table  gives  particulars  of  the  work  done  under  the  Act  : — 

TABLE  19 


Article. 

No.  of  Samples 

Formal 

Informal 

According 

to 

Statutory 

Statement 

Not 

According 

to 

Statutory 

Statement 

Action  Taken. 

Maize  Meal  

1 

Yes 

Yes 

— 

Bran  

2 

- 

Yes 

- 

Yes 

Warning  letter  sent. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  ... 

2 

- 

Yes 

Yes 

- 

General  Fertiliser 

1 

‘ - 

Yes 

Yes 

- 

Weating 

1 

- 

Yes 

Yes 

Warning  letter  sent. 

Dairj'  Meal  

1 

_ 

Yes 

Yes 

- 

Laying  Meal 

1 

Yes 

Yes 

- 

. . . 

Hydrolized  Protein 

Residue 

1 

Yes 

Yes 

Warning  letter  sent. 

Barley  Meal  

1 

__ 

Yes 

Yes 

- 

Grass  Meal  

1 

Yes 

Yes 

... 

Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926. — Every  endeavour  has  been  made  to  give 
publicity  to  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act. 

One  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  twelve  visits  were  made  to  premises. 

Fish  Fryers. — During  1946  a survey  of  fish  frying  premises  throughout  the 
Borough  has  been  made.  So  far  as  is  known  there  are  126  of  this  type  of 
premises  in  the  town,  and  details  of  each  individual  premise  have  been  recorded. 
Control  of  Fish  Fryers  is  now  exercised  by  the  provisions  of  Section  13 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938,  which  lays  down  certain  recpiirements 
for  rooms  where  food  for  sale  is  prepared,  stored,  or  sold.  This  control, 
whilst  reasonably  satisfactory  for  most  food  premises,  is  not  sufficient  for 
fish  frying  establishments. 
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Section  108  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  empowers  local  authorities 
to  make  byelaws,  but  although  the  Ministry  have  again  been  approached, 
they  feel  that  the  time  is  not  yet  opportune  for  the  making  of  such  byelaws. 

Fish  frying  premises  usually  consist  of  (1)  a frying  room  and  (2)  a pre- 
paring room.  Speaking  generally  the  former  are  more  satisfactory  than 
the  latter  owing,  no  doubt,  to  their  being  under  the  public  eye.  Even  .so 
the  premises  vary  considerably.  The  majority  of  the  ranges  are  coal  fired 
but  gas  heating  is  becoming  more  popular  as  it  is  cleaner  and  more  easily 
controlled.  The  best  shops  are  easily  cleansable,  the  floors  being  of  terrazo 
or  of  a granolithic  finish  and  the  walls  tiled  ; in  others  the  floors  are  of  wood 
or  stone  flags  with  plastered  or  boarded  walls. 

Conditions  in  the  preparing  rooms  are  generally  unsatisfactory,  the 
fish  being  cleaned  and  cut  up  in  living  rooms,  kitchen,  cellars  or  in  wooden 
sheds  in  back  yards.  Potato  preparing  is  similarly  done  in  either  cellars 
or  in  wooden  sheds  in  back  yards.  These  sheds  are  often  worn  out  and  not 
capable  of  being  readily  cleansed,  badly  lighted,  and  ventilated,  and  in 
addition  many  cause  serious  obstruction  of  lighting  and  ventilation  to  living 
rooms. 

In  view  of  the  acute  shortage  of  building  labour  and  materials  the 
time  is  scarcely  opportune  to  ask  for  major  alterations  and  improvements. 
Attention  has,  however,  been  paid  to  general  cleanliness,  and  to  repairs 
of  an  urgent  character.  The  attached  table  shows  the  repairs  which  have 
been  carried  out  at  the  request  of  this  department.  No  legal  action  has 
been  necessary  in  any  case  to  get  such  repairs  completed. 

One  fish  fryer  was  persuaded  to  take  over  disused  premises  next  door 
and  to  convert  them  into  a very  good  type  of  preparing  room  ; one  other  has 
obtained  a building  licence  and  deposited  plans  for  the  erection  of  a new 
brick  preparing  room  to  replace  an  existing  dilapidated  wooden  shed. 


FISH  FRYERS 

No.  of  premises  surveyed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12(5 

No.  of  visits  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  204 

Premises  cleansed  and  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  17 

Accumulation  of  refuse  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ..  5 

Walls  tiled  2 

New  Ranges  fixed  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  . 4 

Eavosguttcrs  repaired...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ..  1 

Downspouts  repaired  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Floors  rcjjaired...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Walls  repaireil  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Plaster  repaireil  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Roofs  I’f'paired...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Drains  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

W.C’s.  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Yai’d  surfaces  repaired 
Miscellaneous  repairs  ... 
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PART  IV 


Prevalence  of 

and 

Control  over, 
Infectious  Disease. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1940. 
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A 


*TheBO  figures  include  a uurnljer  of  cases  notified  dui-ing  i>rovious  ycai-s.  fTlicso  figures  include  Blackburn  cases  admitted 
to  iVio  vu^ricum  tinder  the  control  o£  tlio  Cotinty  Coitnoil. 
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TABLE  21. 


SHEWING  NUMBER  OF  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
NOTIFIED  FROIM  1937  TO  1946. 


Disease. 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

Smallpox 

Diphtheria  (including  Mem- 

66 

69 

29 

32 

branoiis  Croup) 

202 

172 

95 

65 

82 

2f 

Erysipelas 

39 

17 

34 

24 

26 

18 

21 

10 

18 

10 

Scarlet  Fever 

262 

235 

192 

92 

98 

254 

317 

330 

399 

120 

Enteric  Fever 

6 

2 

10 

7 

2 

2 

. . . 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

27 

24 

23 

12 

23 

io 

23 

29 

22 

33 

Typhus  Fever 

... 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

1 

6 

7 

25 

35 

20 

13 

10 

5 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

2 

1 

8 

8^ 

1 

2 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

91 

100 

88 

91 

ic9 

99 

83 

84 

88 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ... 

31 

38 

31 

24 

26 

32 

25 

9 

26 

22 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

10 

5 

14 

6 

14 

13 

15 

15 

23 

28 

*Measle3  ... 

. . . 

107 

1367 

992 

804 

144 

1220 

306 

596 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

5 

3 

2 

1 

1 

... 

Dysentery 

2 

15 

2 

41 

2 

64 

78 

59 

16 

Malaria  ... 

1 

... 

1 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

233 

166 

215 

186 

137 

iii 

147 

49 

76 

72 

tDiarrhoea... 

1 

2 

3 

5 

1 

. . . 

■ 2 

* Whooping  Cough 

142 

412 

249 

147 

218 

132 

93 

125 

Totals 

907 

775 

970 

2324 

1802 

1619 

1159 

1991 

1152 

1146 

♦ Notifiable  from  1939  f Notifiable  from  July  1st  to  October  31st. 


TABLE  22. 

Vaccination  Returns,  1946 


OC 

-C 

3 5 

73 

<& 

a- 

C 

o 'S 

o 

.2  ® 
c5  O 

Month 

u 

s 

g '5 

8 % 

s 

M 

2 <s  ® 
Q ^ « 

.S 

§ O 

OJ  > 

> ^ 

January 

160 

51 

90 

3 

February 

161 

58 

92 

6 

1 

March  . . 

173 

55 

101 

4 

1 

April 

160 

50 

82 

5 

— 

May  . . . . 

175 

59 

86 

8 

3 

June 

169 

49 

92 

8 

2 

July 

202 

60 

95 

4 

— ! 

.August  . . 

206 

36 

114 

6 

1 

September  . . 

236 

27 

126 

13 

— 

October.. 

209 

10 

103 

11 

— 

November 

198 

— 

72 

7 

— 

December 

205 

— 

44 

7 

1 

Totals 

2254 

455 

1097 

82 

8 

TJ 

0 

> 

O 

s 


0 


o 

o 

o 

e3 

a 


a 

0 

o 

0 

3 

0 

c 


3 

03 


1 

1 

5 


15 

3 


1 


17  ' 2 


3 


10 


1 

15 

2 

1 

37 

2 

— 

47 

2 

— 

69 

1 

— 

84 

1 

— 

119 

— 

154 

— 

2 

589 

11 

58 


J^^om  the  above  table  it  will  be  noted  that  of  2254  children  born  during 
the  year  only  455,  or  20  -2%,  were  successfully  vaccinated,  and  exemptions 
were  successfully  claimed  in  respect  of  1097  children,  or  48-7%  of  those  born. 

TABLE  23 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


Number 

Number 

Number 

completed  in 

completed  prior 

immunised  to 

Age. 

1946. 

to  1946. 

end  of  1946. 

Children  under  5. 

1 

866 

— 

800 

2 

108 

930 

1038 

Population 

3 

80 

781 

801 

Ages  1-5.  7390 

4 

113 

985 

1098 

1107 

2696 

3803 

52-25%  of  above 

Children  5 to  15. 

5 

100 

915 

1021 

6 

80 

1035 

1121 

7 

no 

1013 

1129 

Population 

8 

85 

1139 

1224 

5-15.  13130. 

9 

77 

1102 

1179  - 

10 

59 

1108 

1227  ■ 

11 

57 

1215 

1272 

12 

49 

1157 

1200 

13 

35 

1295 

1330 

14 

8 

1312 

1320 

678 

11351 

12029  = 

92-3°o  of  above 

Total- 
Ages  1-15 

1846 

14047 

15892 

In  addition  to  the  children  included  in  this  table,  1063  children  who  had  beei 
previously  immunised  received  re-inforcing  injections. 
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TABLE  24. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

PERSONS  INOCULATED  EACH  YEAR  FROM  TO  HI4(). 


Age  in 
years  on 
31st 

December 
of  corres- 
ponding 
year. 

1930 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1 

IS 

9 

36 

3 

4 

284 

543 

762 

667 

930 

866 

o 

10 

4 

20 

IS 

0 

205 

306 

187 

145 

136- 

108 

3 

38 

22 

50 

31 

12 

29(i 

330 

174 

57 

76 

SO 

4 

70 

25 

99 

34 

S 

418 

382 

212 

101 

117 

113 

5 

1 14 

53 

1 00 

44 

•) 

599 

256 

215 

106 

160 

106 

6 

1 is 

24 

140 

47 

2 

583 

168 

187 

100 

130 

S6 

7 

07 

23 

Kil 

44 

3 

503  , 

127 

115 

78 

125 

116 

s 

39 

18 

117 

42 

■) 

500 

97 

128 

71 

120 

So 

9 

44 

15 

109 

20 

3 

550 

87 

118 

79 

113 

77 

10 

27 

12 

84 

27 

1 

484 

73 

99 

71 

127 

59 

11 

5 

17 

98 

15 

1 

462 

47 

58 

31 

413 

57 

12 

0 

10 

53 

1 

2 

536 

26 

33 

24 

159 

49 

13 

1 

13 

66 

1 

o 

399 

20 

36 

33 

148 

35 

14 

4 

5 

5 

96 

11 

5 

(i4 

8 

15  + 

... 

116 

3 

TOTAL  ... 

573 

250 

1204  i 

327 

48 

6031 

2462 

2335 

1571 

2518 

1845 

I 
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CORPORATION  HOSPITAL 

The  accommodation  remains  the  same  as  in  previous  years,  namely 
124  beds  including  110  beds  in  large  wards  and  14  beds  in  another  ward 
containing  7 isolation  cubicles.  Thirty-one  of  the  114  beds  in  open  wards 
have  been  used  during  1946  for  the  nursing  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


Admissions. — Patients  admitted  during  the  year  (excluding  Tuber- 
culosis) numbered  189,  a decrease  from  387  admitted  in  1945.  The  daily 
average  number  of  beds  occupied  was  11-9  and  the  average  length  of  stay 
of  all  patients  22-9.  Admissions  from  outside  Blackburn  numbered  13, 
a figure  which  would  have  been  much  greater  had  beds  been  available. 

TABLE  25 

PATIENTS  TREATED  IN  CORPORATION  HOSPITAL 


Disease. 

Remaining 
in  Hospital 
on  January 
1st,  1946 

1 Admitted 
during 
1946 

Recovered 

Died 

Remaining 
in  Hospital 
on  31st 
December, 
1946 

Scarlet  Fever 

18 

82 

97 

— 

3 

Diphtheria  ... 

5 

28 

:{0 

- 

3 

Enteric  Fever 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Measles 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

Erysipelas 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

Chicken  Pox... 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

- 

8 

6 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

o 

1 

1 

- 

Cerebro -spinal  Meningitis  ... 

1 

() 

7 

- 

- 

Pemphigus  Neonatormn 

- 

19 

18 

1 

- 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . . . 

1 

7 

7 

- 

1 

Dysentery 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

Antei-ior  Poliomyelitis 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Mothers  with  Babies 

- 

16 

16 

- 

- 

Babies  with  Mothers 

- 

8 

7 

- 

1 

Staff 

_ 

1 

4 

4 

- 

- 

25 

189 

189 

4 

11 

Deaths. — Four  deaths  occurred  during  the  year  making  a case  mor--i 
tality  rate  of  2 ■ 1 . It  is  interesting  to  note  that  there  were  no  deaths  from  i| 
Scarlet  Fever  or  Diphtheria. 
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Scarlet  Fever. — Eighty  two  cases  were  admitted  as  Scarlet  Fever — 
4 seven  of  these  being  proved  to  be  other  diseases.  There  were  no  deaths 
;i  from  Scarlet  Fever  during  the  year.  Although  most  of  the  mild  cases  were 
f|  nursed  at  home  the  disease  in  those  admitted  was  not  severe  only  10  cases 
^ developing  complications. 

The  average  stay  in  hospital  was  30-2.  days 

In  the  later  months  of  the  year  penicillin  was  used  experimentally 
: for  treatment  but  as  yet  we  have  not  treated  a sufficient  number  of  cases 
I to  form  an  opinion  as  to  its  value. 

Diphtheria. — Twenty-eight  cases  were  admitted  as  diphtheria  but  no  less 
(I  than  twenty  of  them  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  other  diseases  namely  : — 


Tonsillitis 
Simple  laryngitis 
Asthma 
Measles 

Lymphatic  Leukaemia 


12. 

5. 

1. 

1. 

1. 


Of  the  8 proved  cases  of  Diphtheria  6 were  of  a mild  type,  only  2 cases  develop- 
1;  ing  complications.  There  were  no  deaths. 

The  average  number  of  days  in  hospital  of  cases  admitted  as  Diptherhia 
!■  was  27-9  and  the  average  number  of  beds  occupied  2-2. 


CASES  OF  SCARLET  FEVER  TREATED  IN  THE  CORPORATION  HOSPITAL 

TABLE  26. 
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OTHER  DISEASES 


Cerebro  Spinal  Fever. — Six  cases  were  admitted  but  only  .‘1  jn-oved  to 
be  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Enteric  Fever — Oidy  one  case  was  admitted  as  Enteric  Fever  and  in 
this  case  it  proved  impossible  to  discover  the  organism  responsible  and 
the  symptomatology  was  that  of  Food  Poisoning  rather  than  Enteric. 

Dysentery. — 2 cases  were  admitted  both  of  Sonne  type. 

Erysipelas. — The  recent  advances  in  chemotherapy  have  made  the 
treatment  of  this  disease  so  rapid  and  easy  that  cases  are  mostly  treated 
at  home  and  only  2 cases  were  admitted,  one  of  which  proved  to  be  a 
strangulated  Paraphimosis. 

Poliomyelitis. — A man  of  42  years,  was  admitted  as  Acute  Anterior 
Poliomyelitis;  he  was  found  to  be  also  suffering  from  Diabetes  Melitus  and, 
unfortunately,  died. 

Measles. — Only  2 cases  of  measles  were  admitted  during  the  year,  one 
was  complicated  by  Bronehopneumonia  and  the  other  was  a severe  case 
of  measles. 


Whooping  Cough. — Two  cases  were  admitted  as  pertussis  one  of  which 
proved  to  be  miliary  Tuberculosis  and  died. 

Chicken  Pox. — One  case  was  admitted  from  the  Blackburn  and  East  j 
Lancashire  Royal  Infirmary.  i 


Puerperal  Pyrexia. — 8 cases  were  admitted  as  puerperal  pyrexia,  one 
proved  to  be  bronchopneumonia,  one  hyperth3T’oidism  and  another  multiple 
boils — the  remaining  5 cases  being  labelled  Puerperal  Fever,  although 
streptococci  were  recovered  from  only  4 of  them. 

There  was  one  death  from  pulmonary  embolism. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — 7 cases  were  admitted,  3 proved  to  be  of 
gonococcal  origin.  All  recovered  without  permanent  damage  to  the  eye. 


Pemphigus  Neonatorum. — A total  of  19  cases  were  admitted,  the  number 
being  larger  than  usual  owing  to  the  occurrence  of  small  outbreaks  in  a 
maternity  home  and  a hospital.  The  majority  of  the  cases  were  very  mild 
and  recovered  quickly. 


Other  Admissions. — 8 babies  were  admitted  with  their  mothers  and 
16  mothers  with  their  babies  in  order  to  allow  continuance  of  breast  feeding. 


Staff  Sickness. — All  new  staii  were  Dick  and  Schick  tested  and 
if  necessary  immunised  against  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever.  Tl)o.se  not 
recently  vaccinated  have  been  re-vaccinated.  Each  winter  immunisation 
against  the  common  cold  is  made  available  to  members  of  the  stall. 


f 
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During  July,  small  pox  occurred  in  the  country  and,  as  a precautionary 
l<<ieasure  against  its  importation  into  this  district,  all  the  resident  staff  were 
t’accinated  or  re-Vaccinated.  Sixty  one  films  were  taken  during  the  year 
Is  a precaution  against  pulmonary  tid)erculosis.  On  the  whole  there  was 
ttle  sickness  among  the  staff  most  of  their  visits  to  the  doctor  being  for 
linor  accidents  or  disorders. 


fo.  of  Staff  admitted  to  the  Wards  ... 
fo.  of  Staff  off  duty  for  sickness 
average  period  off  duty... 

To.  of  visits  by  staff  to  doctor  for  sickness  ... 


4 

10 


9-5  days 
125 


TABLE  28 

.ADlkllSSIONS  FROM  OTHER  HOSPITALS  OR  INSTITUTIONS. 


Disease 

Admitted  from 

Blackburn 

Royal 

Infirmary 

Queen’s  Park 
Hospital 

Springfield 
Municipal 
Maternity  Home 

Icarlet  Fever 

I 

_ 

— 

Hphtheria  ... 

- 

I 

- 

’uerjieral  Pyrexia... 

I 

I 

5 

lysentcry  ... 

I 

1 

- 

^robro-spinal  Meningitis... 

2 

- 

- 

Iphthalmia  Neonatorum... 

- 

3 

1 

’emphigus  Neonatorum  ... 

1 

17 

2 

3hicken-Pox 

1 

- 

Totals  ... 

7 

23 

8 

Out  of  Borough  Cases. — The  following  cases  from  outside  the  Borough 
were  admitted  during  the  year. 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  4. 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  .1. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  3. 

Pemphigus  Neonatorum...  1. 

Dysentery...  ...  ...  1. 

Cerebro -spinal  Meningitis  2. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Sanatorium  Block — The  Sanatorium  Ward  was  closed  during  January  and 
February  owing  to  shortage  of  staff.  In  order  to  relieve  the  staff  shortage  4 
male  orderlies  have  been  appointed  and,  although  not  equal  to  qualified  nurses, 
i'they  have  done  useful  work.  The  employment  of  male  staff  made  it  necessary 
Ito  transfer  the  women  patients  to  other  hospitals  and  admit  an  equal  number 
of  men. 


I 
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A large  proportion  of  the  admissions  have  been  late  or  advanced  cases 
and,  in  consequence,  the  number  of  deaths  has  been  high.  This  should 
not  be  misinterpreted  as  indicating  that  the  Ward  is  not  fulfilling  a very 
useful  purpose  as  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  highly  infectious 
advanced  case  should  be  isolated  from  the  family  contacts. 


Blackburn 

Ca.ses  from  th 

No.  of  patients  resident  on  1st  January, 

Cases. 

County  Area. 

1946  ...  

Nil. 

Nil. 

No.  of  patients  admitted  daring  1946  ... 

No.  of  patients  remaining  on  3 1st  Decem- 

27 

52 

ber,  1946 

6 

22 

No.  of  deaths 

6 

9 

No.  of  patients  discharged  during  1946  ... 

15 

21 

TABLE  29 
SANATORIUM  WARD. 


Details  of  special  treatments. 

No.  patients  No.  operations, 
treated,  injections,  etc, 

Artificial  Pneumothorax  Inductions  attempted 

...  10 

12 

„ ,,  Refills  

...  11 

219 

Injections  of  Gold  Salts  .. 

8 

64 

Aspirations  of  Chest 

1 

1 

,,  ,,  Abcess  ... 

1 

1 

Aspirations  and  air  replacement 

1 

1 

Mantoux  tests 

2 

4 

Blood  sedimentations 

3 

3 

X-rays,  Screen  examinations  at  Health  Dept. 

...  29 

185 

Skiagrams  by  Dr.  Macadie  at  Queen’s  park  Hospital 

...  81 

260 

Sputum  examinations — 1 Positive 

...181 

1193 

1 Negative 

■1 

\119 

Sputum  Cultures... 

...  Nil. 

Nil. 

„ by  Guinea  Pig  inoculation. 

7 

9 

PART  V. 


Tuberculosis  Scheme 
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TUBERCULOSIS  SCHEME. 

During  the  year  1946,  the  administration  of  the  tuberculosis  scheme 
has  proceeded  smoothly. 

Regular  sessions  were  held  at  the  Blackburn  Dispensary  for  the  diagnosis 
and  treatment  of  patients.  Monthly  reports  showing  the  work  done  through 
the  dispensary  were  forwarded  to  me  during  the  year. 


The  number  of  patients  admitted  to  sanatoria  and  hospitals  was  12.5, 
97  were  discharged  and  18  died  in  the  institutions  ; at  the  end  of  the  year, 
50  patients  were  still  undergoing  treatment.  In  addition,  16  service  cases 
were  admitted,  7 were  discharged,  and  10  were  stiU  in  hospital  at  the  end 
of  1946. 


Patients  suffering  from  non-tuberculous  chest  conditions  were  treated 
at  the  Chest  Centre,  Broadgreen  Hospital,  Liverpool,  6 being  admitted  and 
8 discharged. 


The  number  of  tuberculous  pensioners  on  the  dispensary  register  at 
the  end  of  the  year  was  60  as  against  59  for  the  previous  year. 


The  number  of  cases 

on  the  dispensary  register  on  the  31st  December 

was  : — 

Pulmonary 

tuberculosis 

Non-pulmonary 

tuberculosis 

Total 

Adults — Males... 

187 

20 

207 

Females 

113 

13 

126 

Children — Males 

8 

29 

37 

Females  ... 

2 

3 

5 

— 

— 

— 

310 

65 

375 

There  were  on  the 

Notification 

Register  the 

following  cases  : 

Pulmonary 

N on-pulmonaiy 

tuberculosis 

tuberculosis 

Total 

Adults — Males 

• •• 

204 

25 

229 

Females 

... 

* * * « 

131 

21 

152 

Children — Males 

... 

... 

5 

19 

24 

Females  ... 

• •• 

... 

5 

18 

23 

345 

83 

428 

SUMMARY  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  DURING  THE  YEAR 
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The  source  from  which  information  as  to  the  above-mentioned  cases 
was  obtained. 


Sources  of  Information. 

No.  o 

Pulmonary 

Cases 

Non- 

Pnlmonary 

1 From  Local  Registrars 

8 

2 

Death  Returns  \ 

Transferable  deaths  from  Registrar-General 

11 

2 

Posthumous  Notifications 

.) 

1 

“ Transfers  ” from  other  areas  (other  than  transferable  deaths) 

4 

1 

Total 

l>5 

6 

TABLE  32 

Blackburn  patients  admitted  to  and  discharged  from  sanatoria  and  hospitals 
during  the  year  1946. 


Institution 

In 

Institution 

on  1-1-46 

Admitted 

Discharged 

Died 

in 

Institution 

In 

Institution 

on  31-12-46 

1 Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Aitken  Sanatorium 

1 

1 

Elswick  Sanatorium 

3 

0 

4 

2 

3 

High  Carley  Sanatorium 

4 

7 

5 

- 

6 

Westmorland  Sanatoruim 

3 

3 

6 

- 

— 

Brinscall  Pulmonary  Hos. 

1 

11 

8 

4 

- 

Heath  Charnock  Pul. Hos. 

6 

9 

7 

1 

7 

Rufford  Pulmonary  Hos. 

1 

2 

- 

2 

1 

Withnei!  Puhnonary  Hos. 

2 

12 

0 

1 

4 

Wrightington  Hospital  ... 

0 

12 

11 

- 

7 

Fall  Birch  Hospital 

- 

4 

.> 

1 

1 

Halifax  Sanatorium 

- 

5 

O 

- 

3 

Lancaster  Pulmonary  H. 

- 

3 

_ 

- 

3 

Park  Lee  Hospital 

- 

27 

la 

6 

6 

Peel  Hall  Puhnonary  Hos 

6 

1 

1 

4 

Pulmonary  Total 

27 

107 

71 

18 

45 

Observation  Cases — 
Pulmonary 

Elswick  Sanatorium 

2 

2 

ithncll  Pulmonary  Hos. 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Fall  Birch  Hospital 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 ■ 

High  Carley  Sanatorium 

- 

1 

i 

- 

Park  Lee  Hospital 

_ 

3 

O 

j 

^Westmorland  Sanatorium 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Observation  Total 

3 

0 

7 

- 

2 

72 


TABLE  33.  Cont. 


Observation  Cases— 
Non-Pulmonary 

Wriglitington  Hospital  ... 

In 

Institution 

on  1 -1-46 

admitted 

discharged 

died  in 
institution 

in 

institution 
on  31-12-46 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Liverpool  Open-air  Hos- 

pital  ,Leasowe 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Wrightington  Hospital  ... 

11 

18 

14 

2 

13 

Blackburn  Royal  Inf.  . . . 

3 

3 

- 

- 

Royal  Liverpool  Child- 
ren’s Hospital,  Heswall 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Non-Pulinonary  Total 

12 

22 

19 

- 

13 

Military  Cases 

High  Carley  Sanatorium 

1 

1 

- 

Westmorland  Sanatorium 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Peel  HaU  Pulmonary  H. 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

Park  Lee  Hospital 

- 

6 

2 

- 

4 

Elswick  Sanatorium 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Wrightington  Hospital  ... 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

Heath  Charnock  Pul.  H. 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

Withnell  Pulmonary  Hos. 

- 

2 

1 

- 

1 

Total  Military  Cases  ... 

1 

16 

7 

- 

10 

Non-Tuberculous 

Conditions 

Broadgreen  Hos,  Liverp’l 

2 

6 

8 

— 

— 

7:5 


TABLE  34. 

DETAILS  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  AT  COUNTY  SANATORIA  AND  HOSPITALS 
IN  RESPECT  OF  BLACKBURN  PATIENTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  194(i. 


Artificial  pneumotKorax — Inductions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Refills  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  247 

Pneuinoporitoneum — Inductions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .‘5 

Refills  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Thoracoscopy  examinations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Thoracoscopy  and  Division  of  Adhesions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Thoracoplasty  operations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Gold  salt  injections...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Aspirations — Chest  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Abscesses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Gas  replacements  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Penicillin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,141 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pyelectan  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Mantoux  tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Blood  sedimentation  tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  77 

X-ray  work — Screen  examinations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  395 

Skiagrams  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  375 

Sputum  examinations — Positive  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  133 

Negative...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  155 

Cultures — Sputum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  Specimens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 
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TABLE  35 


Returns  Showing  The  Work  Of  The  Blackburn  Dispensary 

During  The  Year  1946 


• 

PULMC 

)NARY 

Non- 

Ptjlmonaby 

Toi 

CAL 

Grand 

Total 

Diagnosis 

Ad’lts 
M 1 F 

Chi 

M 

I’n 

F 

Ad’lts 

Ml  F 

Chil’n 
M [ F 

Ad’lts 
M 1 F 

Chil’n 

M F 

A. — (1)  Number  of  definite  cases 
of  Tuberculosis  on  the 
Dispensary  Register  on 
the  1st  January,  1946  ... 

208  119 

7 

4 

18 

21 

35 

12 

22(i 

140 

42 

16 

42-1 

(2)  Transfers  from  other 
Authorities  during  the 
year 

3 

5 

1 

3 

() 

9 

(3)  Lost  sight  of  cases  re- 
turned during  the  year  ... 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

] 

B. — Number  of  New  Cases  diag- 
nosed as  tuberculosis  during 
the  year : — 

(1)  Class  T.B.  minus 

18 

11 

18 

11 

29 

(2)  Class  T.B.  plus  ... 

13 

14 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

13 

14 

1 

- 

28 

(3)  Non-pulmonary... 

- 

- 

- 

6 

2 

6 

2 

() 

2 

6 

2 

16 

C — Number  of  cases  included  in 
A and  B wi-itten  off  the 
Dispensary  Register  during 
the  year  as  : — 

(1)  Recovered 

20 

9 

2 

7 

11 

9 

22 

16 

11 

9 

58 

(2)  Dead  (all  causes) 

21 

20 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

21 

21 

- 

2 

44 

(3)  Removed  to  other  Areas 

8 

1 

- 

- 

1 

3 

- 

1 

9 

4 

- 

1 

14 

(4)  For  other  reasons 

7 

6 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

8 

6 

1 

1 

16 

D. — Number  of  definite  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  on  the  Dis- 
pensary Register  on  31st 
December,  1946  ... 

187 

113 

8 

2 

20 

13 

• 

29 

3 

207 

126 

37 

.5 

375 

I 


/ a 

MAINTENANCE  ALLOWANCES  FOR  PATIENTS  ANO  DEPENDANTS. 

iNiiniboi’  of  iiuliviilual  patients  receiving  allowances  of  one  kind  or  another,  or  in 

combination,  on  .’list  December,  ll)4o  ...  ...  ...  ...  .■■  ...  •!- 

During  the  twelve  months  ended  31st  December,  I'.l'Ki  the  following  applications 
twerc  dealt  with  : — 

Maintenance  Difscrelionunj  iSpeeial 

Applications  received.  .\llowances  Allowances  I’nymetds 

! Eligible  and  assessment  made  ...  ...  ...  37  10  1 

I Ineligible  according  to  conditions  of  Memo.  2(iti/T 

of  ilinistry  of  Health  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 7 2 


44  17  3 

Average  grant  per  week  per  eligible  applicant  : — 

Maintenance  Allowances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £l-7s.-5d. 

Discretionaiy  Allowances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2s.- Id. 

Special  Payments  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3s. -(id. 

I-  Number  of  patients  transferred  from  Public  Assistance  Out-Relief  to  Tuber- 
culosis ^Maintenance  Allowances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Gross  amount  of  allowances  payable  weekly  to  patients  on  31st  December 

1946  £o2-Ss-10d 


■ Number  of  patients  who  have  received  maintenance  allowances  during  the 


twelve  months  ended  31st  December,  1946  : — 

Maintenance  Allowances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Discretionary  Allowances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Special  Payments  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  individual  patients  receiving  allowances  of  one  kind  or  another, 

or  in  combination,  on  31st  December,  1946  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 


•Amount  paid  during  the  twelve  months  ended  31st  December,  1945  : — 
Maintenance  Allowances 
Discretionary  Allowances 
Special  Payments 


...£2,573-13s.8d. 

22-9s.-7d. 

31-7s.-8d. 


Total  payments  during  1946  (excluding  refunds  and  transfers  to  P.A.C.)  £2,627-10s.-lld. 


The  admini.stration  of  the  Government  .scheme  of  allowances  is  working 
smoothly  and  on  much  the  same  lines  as  in  the  Administrative  Count3^  The 
lecords  of  applications  for  allowances  are  ke])t  by  the  Countj’  Council,  who 
now  also  make  the  assessment.  For  convenience,  however,  payment  is  still 
made  to  patients  by  the  Borough  Treasurer  of  Blackburn. 
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PART  VI 


Venereal  Diseases 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

(6)  The  Royal  Infirmary  Clinics 

Five  Imuclred  and  sixty-oue  cases,  of  whom  2(59  were  Blackburn  i 
residents,  attended  tlie  Royal  [nfirmary  Centre  for  the  first  time  during.; 
the  year.  Of  the  Blackburn  cases  108  were  suffering  from  gonorrhoea,  711 
from  syphilis,  and  90  from  conditions  non-venereal. 


The  appended  Table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  seen  yearly  at  the?. 
Royal  Infirmary  since  1937  : 


Year. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

1937 

459 

241 

700 

1938 

416 

265 

681 

1939 

434 

227 

661 

1940 

318 

174 

492 

1941 

.338 

201 

539 

1942 

383 

242 

625 

1943 

459 

284 

643 

1944 

335 

274 

609 

1945 

233 

187 

420 

1946 

402 

159 

561 

The  total  number  of  attendances  for  all  patients  was  13,480,  7,234  off 
which  were  in  respect  of  Blackburn  residents.  The  aggregate  number  of' 
in-patient  days  at  the  Royal  Infirmary  was  234. 

During  the  year  70  males  and  23  females  ceased  to  attend  the  Clinic, 
before  completion  of  the  full  course,  and  30  cases,  8 males,  and  22  females, 
discontinued  attendance  after  completion  of  treatment,  but  before  final  i 
tests  for  cure  had  been  carried  out. 


(6)  The  Victoria  Street  Centre  : 

This  centre  is  for  the  treatment  of  women  maritally  infected,  and  of  childrenn 
congenitally  or  accidentally  infected.  The  Clinic  forms  part  of  the  Maternity^ 
and  Child  Welfare  Scheme,  and  all  cases  referred  for  treatment  have  passed  i 
through  the  Welfare  Centres. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  30  females  were  under  treatment  for  syphilis- 
and  20  for  gonorrhoea.  In  the  course  of  the  year  the  following  cases  were 
dealt  with  for  the  first  time  : — Syphilis,  23  ; Gonorrhoea,  20  ; non-venereal 
conditions,  93.  The  total  number  of  attendances  made  was  1,712. 
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New  Methods  of  Treatment — T am  indebted  to  Dr.  A.  Sebba,  Venereolo- 
gist at  the  Royal  Infirmary  for  the  following  notes  on  the  treatment  of 
Venereal  Diseases  by  Penieillin  and  Sulphonamial  therapy  : — 

Penicillin  is  the  only  di'iig  known,  which  when  given  internally,  e.verts 
a curative  or  snpiu’essivc  effect  upon  both  (lonorrheoa  and  Syphilis  in  all 
stages. 

During  the  jjast  year  practically  all  cases  of  Gonorrhoea  and  many  of 
early  Syphilis,  that  have  attended  the  V.D.  Clinics  at  the  Infirmary,  have 
been  treated  with  Penicillin. 

Regarding  Gonorrhoea,  Penicillin  has  definitely  established  itself  as 
the  most  valuable  remedy  for  this  disease  that  has  yet  been  discovered. 
Its  use  has  considerably  eased  the  problem  of  defaulting. 

Although  a considerable  proportion  of  cases  of  Gonorrha^a  may  apparent- 
ly be  cured  after  a single  injection,  all  patients  are  kept  under  observation 
for  at  least  six  months,  as  relapses  may  occur  and  Penicillin  tends  to  mask 
I Sy])hilis.  During  this  period  of  observation,  tests  of  cure  are  carried  out. 

There  is  as  yet  no  evidence  of  the  existence  of  a state  of  Penicillin  re- 
sistance comparable  with  the  well-known  Sulphonamide  resistance. 

The  use  of  Sulphonamide  compounds  in  Gonorrhoea  is  mainly  reserved 
I for  cases  that  prove  intractable  to  Penicillin  and  cases  of  pregnancy  to  avoid 
! the  risk  of  masked  Syphilis  infecting  the  foetus. 

Penicillin  is  a powerful  w'cajion  against  Syphilis,  at  least  from  the 
short-term  view,  but  it  is  very  inadvisable  to  trust  to  it  alone  for  the  treatment 
of  this  disease. 

In  cases  of  early  Syi^hilis  in  males  and  non-pregnant  females,  the  use 
of  Penicillin  may  shorten  the  period  of  routine  treatment  by  apjiroximately 
nine  months. 

The  period  of  observation  (minimum  two  years)  however  remains  the 
same,  as  infectious  and  serological  relapses  may  occur  after  Penicillin  therapy 


PART  VII 


Maternal  and  Child  Health 


Ante-Natal  Clinics. — Foiir  ante-natal  clinics  (in  addition  to  that  con- 
ducted by  the  Consultant  Obstetrician)  are  held  weekly  in  the  Public  Health 
Department. 

A weekly  ante-natal  clinic  is  held  at  Springfield  Maternity  Home  by 
one  of  the  Assistant  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and,  in  addition,  ante-natal 
supervision  is  carried  out  by  the  Matron  and  staff. 

In  connection  with  the  Mimicipal  Midwifery  Service,  which  is  adminis- 
tered on  behalf  of  the  Authority  by  the  Blackburn  District  Nursing  Asso- 
ciation, ante-natal  supervision  of  all  cases  booked  is  exercised  by  the  Municipal 
Midwives  and  special  cases  are  referred  to  a clinic  which  is  held  oiice  a fort- 
night by  an  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Appended  are  particulars  of  attendances  at  the  Ante-natal  Clinics  : — 

TABLE  36 


Public 

Springfield 

Municipal 

Health 

Maternity 

Midwifery 

Total 

Department 

Home. 

Service 

By  Medical  Officers. 

No.  of  sessions 

193 

41 

19 

253 

No  of  patients  attended  ... 

763 

441 

147 

1351 

No.  of  attendances 

3696 

662 

181 

4.539 

By  Midwives. 

No.  of  sessions 

75 

212 

287 

No.  of  patients  attended  ... 

441 

710 

1151 

No.  of  attendances 

1634 

3106 

4740 

One  thousand  and  fifty-three  specimens  of  blood  were  taken  from 
patients  attending  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  and  submitted  to  the  Wassermann 
test.  Eleven  only  proved  positive. 

Medical  Clinic  for  Ante-Natal  Cases. — As  mentioned  in  the  introduction 
to  this  report  a clinic  conducted  by  Dr.  McAdam  was  started  in  November. 
Thirty-five  cases  were  referred  from  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics,  34  of  which  were 
suspected  to  be  suffering  from  Cardiac  Abnormality.  Twenty-five  of  these 
cases  were  found  to  have  no  organic  lesion  and  nine  were  suffering  from 
Mitral  stenosis.  Arrangements  were  made  for  the  latter  group  of  cases  i 
to  enter  Queen’s  Park  Hospital  for  Ante-Natal  rest  and  observation  and  all 
were  safely  confined.  ^ 

j 

This  Clinic  is  a most  valuable  innovation  and  one  which  is  greatly  | 
appreciated  by  the  Medical  Officers  responsible  for  the  Ante-natal  work.  ' 


^POST-NATAL  CLINIC. 


Nimibcr  of  So.s.sions  lield  ... 

51 

Number  of  Attendances  made 

136 

Number  of  Individuals 

... 

71 

Number  of  abnormal  eases 

49 

Number  of  eases  in  which  no  abnormality  was 

found  ... 

22 

kAbnormal  Cases  in  Detail. 

Retroversion  of  uterus 

12 

Prolapse  of  uterus  ... 

3 

Vaginal  discharges  ... 

7 

Sacroiliac  strain 

2 

Subinvolution  of  uterus 

2 

Deficient  perineum  ... 

2 

Laceration  of  cervix  uteri  ... 

2 

Erosion  of  cervix  uteri 

3 

Sterility 

5 

Bartholinitis... 

2 

Cystocele 

2 

Piles  ... 

... 

... 

1 

Bronchitis 

... 

1 

Mitral  Stenosis 

... 

1 

Anaemia 

... 

... 

3 

Albuminuria 

...  • • ■ 

...  ... 

1 

Midwives’  Report, — Seventy  three  midwives,  all  of  whom  are  State 
Certified,  notified  their  intention  to  practise  during  1946. 

On  December  31st,  1946,  there  were  3 independent  midwives,  22  mid- 
wives attached  to  the  District  Nurses’  Home,  and  six  Municipal  midwives 
i on  the  register. 

Visits. — Two  special  visits  and  12  routine  visits  (7  of  which  were  in- 
effective) were  paid  to  the  Midwives’  homes  during  1946.  Bags,  case  re- 
. gisters,  and  ante-natal  records  were  inspected  at  each  visit. 

There  are  no  private  Maternity  Homes  in  Blackburn. 

MEDICAL  AID  F0RMS  RECEIVED  DURING  I94C. 


Pre-natal  conditions 

38 

Abnonnalities  of  labour 

...  ... 

252 

Post-natal  conditions 

... 

32 

Infants’  defects 

.. 

56 

Total 

378 
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Municipal  Midwifery  Service — The  Municipal  Midwifery  Service 
is  administered  by  the  Blackburn  District  Nursing  Association  on  behalf 
of  the  Welfare  Authority.  I append  particulars  of  the  work  done  during 
the  year. 

The  arrangements  have  worked  most  efficiently  and  there  is  close  and 
friendly  co-operation  between  the  Association  and  this  Department. 

Six  full  time  municipal  midwives  are  employed  for  the  purposes  of  the 
service  and  the  Queens  Nurses  are  available  in  emergencies  and  as  reliefs. 

No.  of  confinements  attended  during  1946  by  Municipal  Midwives  ...  723 

No.  of  confinements  at  which  a doctor  was  also  present  ...  ...  116  (maternity 

cases). 

No.  of  confinements  attended  by  Midwife  alone  ...  ...  ...  607  (Midwifery 

cases). 

No.  of  visits  paid  by  midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12414 

Maternity  cases  ...  1937 

Midwifery  cases  ...  10477 

ATTENDANCES  AT  DISTRICT  NURSING  ASSOCIATION  CLINIC  CONDUCTED 
BY  ASSISTANT  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


No.  of  Ante-Natal  Clinics  held  by  doctor  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

No.  of  patients  examined  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  147 

No.  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  igi 

No.  of  Ante-Natal  Clinics  held  by  Midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  212 

No.  of  patients  examined  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  710 

No.  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  3106 


Consultant  Obstetrician  and  Gynaecologist. — In  August  the  gynaecolo- 
gical and  obstetrical  work  at  Queen’s  Park  Hospital,  emergency  gynae- 
cological admissions  to  the  Royal  Infirmary,  supervision  of  Springfield  and 
the  conduct  of  special  ante-natal  clinics  at  Victoria  Street  were  taken  over 
by  the  Consultant  Obstetrician. 

In  October  a gynaecological  out-patient  department  was  instituted 
at  the  Royal  Infirmary  and  became  fully  operative  during  November. 

During  the  five  months  August  to  December,  574  women  were  confined 
at  Queen’s  Park  Hospital,  151  were  admitted  for  ante-natal  treatment  and 
303  obstetrical  operations  were  performed,  particulars  of  which  are  set  out 
hereunder  : — 


Caesarean  Secfciun  ...  ...  ...  26 

Vaginal  operathms  and  external  versions  ...  141 

Episiotomios...  ...  37 

Perineal  repairs  ...  ..  99 

~^3 
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The  major  procedures  were  carried  out  by  the  Consultant  Obstetrician  or, 
in  his  absence,  by  eitlier  Messrs.  Pearce  or  Gumming,  and  the  bulk  of  the 
minor  operations  were  done  by  the  resident  staff  acting  independently  or 
under  the  instructions  of  the  Consultant  Obstetrician. 

As  there  is  no  out-patient  department  at  Queen’s  Park  Hospital  to  feed 
the  Gynsecological  beds,  admissions  were  low  and  consisted  in  the  main  of 
incomplete  or  threatened  abortions,  although  from  time  to  time  other  con- 
ditions were  admitted. 

The  hardest  worked  and  most  useful  section  of  Queen’s  Park  Maternity 
Department  is  the  ante-natal  unit  of  13  beds  where  a total  of  151  patients 
were  admitted  during  the  period  August  to  December.  As  will  be  seen 
from  the  appended  table  the  bulk  of  these  admissions  were  pre-eclamptic 
toxsemias,  some  of  which  were  very  severe  indeed. 


ANTE-NATAL  ADMISSIONS  ...  151 

Pre-eclamptic  toxaemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Pyelitis  of  pregnancy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Hyperemesis  gravidarum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Ante-partum  haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Breech  for  version  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Cardiac  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Retroverted  gravid  uterus...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

General  Debihty  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Renal  investigation...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

For  induction  of  labour  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Thyro  toxicosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Syphihs  in  early  pregnancy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

For  Caesarean  Section  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

140 

At  31.12.46  cases  remaining  either  in  laboru?  or  under  investigation  ...  ...  11 
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The  obstetrical  work  at  Springfield  is  done  mainly  by  the  nursing  staff 
with  the  aid  of  General  Practitioners,  the  Consultant  being  called  in  to  deal 
with  complicated  cases  by  the  General  Practitioners  concerned,  and  exercising 
clinical  oversight  of  the  arrangements  generally. 

At  both  the  Maternity  Department  at  Queen’s  Park  and  Springfield 
a few  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  due  to  haemolytic  streptococcus  occurred 
from  time  to  time,  all  of  which  were  investigated  and  appropriately  dealt 
with. 
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At  the  Consultant  Clinics  cases  are  seen  which  are  referred  by  Ante- 
natal Officers  and  also  occasional  cases  sent  for  opinion  by  General  Practition-  | 
ers. 


The  gynaecological  department  at  the  Royal  Infirmary  is  an  entirely  ■ 
new  venture,  although,  of  course,  gynaecology  has  always  been  dealt  with  1 
as  part  of  the  general  surgery  of  the  hospital.  Since  the  change  over  which 
occurred  at  the  date  of  the  resignation  of  the  Senior  Surgeon  on  the  4th  | 
November,  1946,  the  numbers  attending  the  gynaecological  out-patients  ; 
has  so  increased  that  the  waiting  list  is  rapidly  mounting.  The  variety  I 
of  cases  seen  covers  a wide  range  of  medical  and  surgical  gynaecology.  : 

At  present  one  gynaecological  operating  session  per  week  is  held  at  the  j 
Royal  Infirmary  but,  as  the  waiting  list  is  mounting  quickly,  this  will  not  f 
be  sufficient  and  additional  sessions  will  be  required. 

The  appended  table  gives  particulars  of  the  Gynaecological  cases  admitted  ; 
to  the  Royal  Infirmary.  I 


DIAGNOSIS.  No.  i 

Incomplete  abortion  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Carcinoma  of  cervix  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Uterine  haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Pelvic  tumours  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Malignant  pelvic  tumour  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Retro  verted  uterus  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Salpingitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Prolapse  of  uterus  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Bartholins  abscess  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Fibroids  of  uterus  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..■  7 

Ovarian  cyst...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  5 

Pregnancy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Pregnancy  and  Lysol  poisoning  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  •.■  1 

Appendicitis  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Menopausal  symptoms  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ..  1 

D and  C Diagnostic...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Sterility  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  4 

T.B.  abdomen  and  dysmenorrhoea  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ..  1 

Erosion  of  cervix  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .•  ...  ...  ...  2 

Constricting  vaginal  band...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  1 

Recto  vaginal  abscess  ...  ..  ...  ...  .•  ...  ...  I 

Ruptured  ectopic  gestation...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  .-  1 

Threatened  abortion  ...  ..  ..  ••  .-  ..  ..  .•  1 
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The  following  Tables  give  particulars  of  Clinics  conducted  and  operations 
performed  by  the  obstetrician-gyniecologist. 


TABLE  37 


Place 

Number  of 
Clinics 

Attendances. 

Queen's  Park  Hospital  (Blackburn  cases) ... 

23 

1233 

Queen's  Park  Hospital  (Extra  Borough)  ... 

20 

895 

'Victoria  Street 

11 

140 

Darwen 

9 

165 

Oswaldtwistle . . . 

8 

275 

Clayton-le-Moors 

4 

140 

Risk  ton 

4 

103 

Great  Harwood 

8 

130 

Post-natal,  Queen’s  Park  Hospital  ... 

20 

311 

Blackburn  Royal  Infimiary  (Gynaecological) 

10 

133 

OBSTETRICAL  AND  GYNAECOLOGICAL  OPERATIONS. 


Obstetrical 

Gynaecological 

Major 

Minor 

Royal  Infirmary 

25 

26 

Queen’s  Park  Hospital  (excluding  Episiotomies  and 

• 

perineal  repairs) 

167 

5 

29 

Springfield 

8 

Neo-Natal  Diarrhoea. — Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  lay  press  gave 
considerable  prominence  to  outbreaks  of  diarrhoea  which  were  then  affecting 
the  new-born  at  certain  maternity  institutions  in  the  country.  At  some  of 
! the  hospitals  the  disease  was  of  severe  type  with,  unhappily,  a considerable 
l mortality  amongst  those  infected. 

Springfield  ” was  not  to  escape,  and  of  75  babies  born  between  the 
‘ end  of  November,  1946,  and  the  third  week  in  January  of  this  year,  55 
; contracted  diarrhoea.  Fortunately  the  disease  was  mild,  there  were  no 
deaths,  and  the  condition  of  only  three  of  the  children  affected  caused  anxiety. 
The  remainder  of  the  cases  did  not  appear  ill,  had  no  temperatirre  and  con- 
: tmued  to  take  their  feeds  well,  though  they  lost  some  weight.  There  were 
also  a small  number  of  maternal  infections  in  which  it  appeared  that  the 
infants  had  infected  the  mothers  and  not  vice-versa. 

The  cases  gave  an  incubation  period  of  four  days,  the  earliest  and  latest 
incubations  being  the  third  and  tenth  days  resi^ectively.  The  variations 
in  the  number  of  cases  were  parallel  to  the  number  of  deliveries  during  the 
previous  few  days. 
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As  bacteriological  examinations  earried  out  by  the  Council’s  Bacteriolo- 
gist  gave  none  of  the  organisms  usually  associated  with  diarrhoea,  specimejis 
were  submitted  to  the  National  Institute  for  Research  in  Dairying  for  more 
specialised  examination.  No  detailed  report  is  yet  available  as  those  re- 
sponsible for  the  laboratory  investigation  prefer  not  to  submit  a report  on 
their  work  (which  is  in  such  preliminary  stages  as  to  offer  no  useful  findings) 
at  the  present  moment,  but  to  wait  until  further  data  are  forthcoming. 

Careful  overhaul  of  the  routine  at  Springfield  by  medical  officers  of  this 
department  failed  to  reveal  any  deficiencies  or  other  circumstances  likely 
to  have  led  to  the  outbreak  or  to  have  favoured  its  continuance.  Sub- 
sequent re-checks  first  by  a member  of  the  Medical  Research  Council  staff 
and  then  by  a Professor  of  Child  Health  upheld  the  negative  findings  of  your 
medical  officers  and  led  only  to  minor  adjustments  of  established  routine. 

Some  outbreaks  of  neo-natal  diarrhcea  have  been  attributed  to  the  use 
of  imperfectly  cleansed  feeding  bottles.  This  factor  was  discounted  at 
Springfield  as  four  only  of  the  children  affected  had  been  bottle-fed.  Practi- 
cally all  the  children,  however,  had  at  some  period  or  other  received  in 
addition  to  the  usual  breast  feeds,  feeds  of  sterile  water  or  glucose  water, 
administered  by  means  of  a sterile  spoon.  Although  we  w'ere  satisfied  that 
the  artificial  feeding  methods  employed  were  such  as  should  ensure  sterility, 
the  procedure  was  stopped  save  in  exceptional  cases. 

During  the  first  month  of  the  outbreak  suspect  and  definite  cases  were  • 
isolated  in  “ Springfield  ” and  newly-born  babies  were  strictly  segregated 
from  contacts,  a procedure  which  usually  cuts  short  diarrhoea!  infections  of 
recent  origin.  This  action  failed  to  influenee  the  course  of  events,  and  cases 
continued  to  crop  with  disconcerting  regularity  amongst  contacts  and  non- 
contacts alike.  The  next  step  adopted  with  a view  to  breaking  the  chain  i 
of  infection  was  the  removal  to  Park  Lee  Hospital  of  cases  and  their  mothers 
immediately  that  diarrhoea  was  suspect.  As  this  measure  too  failed  to 
control  the  situation  the  Home  was  closed  for  a period  of  three  weeks  during  : 
which  spring-cleaning,  spraying  of  rooms,  disinfection  of  staff  and  steam  : 
sterilisation  of  all  linen  was  carried  out. 

Cases  due  for  admission  to  “ Springfield  ” during  the  period  of  closure 
were  referred  to  the  District  Nursing  Association.  This  influx  of  cases  ■ 
at  a time  of  particularly  inclement  weather  imposed  a heavy  strain  upon 
the  domiciliary  midwifery  service  ; none  the  less  the  arrangements  Avorked  . 
most  smoothly. 

Pemphigus. — In  February  there  was  an  outbreak  of  pemphigus  at  Queen’s  • 
Park  Hospital.  A thorough  investigation  of  the  circumstances  failed  to 


[ give  the  source  of  infection,  although  for  some  time  prior  to  the  outbreak 
\ mild  cases  of  sepsis  bad  been  somewhat  more  frequent  than  usual.  Careful 
precautionar}'  methods  failed  to  control  the  situation,  and,  despite  early 
ascertainment  and  removal  of  cases,  prompt  segregation  of  contacts,  and 
the  practice  of  a rigid  technique,  cases  continued  to  occur.  The  position 
was  such  that  thirteen  secondary  infections  occurred  in  the  nineteen  days 
subsequent  to  the  discovery  of  the  first  two  cases.  As  the  small  outbreak 
did  not  respond  to  routine  preventive  measures,  it  was  decided,  with  con- 
siderable reluctance,  to  close  the  maternity  unit  in  order  to  put  an  end  to 
a position  which  threatened  to  get  out  of  hand  if  the  unit  remained  open. 
The  unit  was  accordingly  closed  for  a period  of  a fortnight,  during  which 
thorough  “ sprijig-cleaning  ” took  place  and  further  bacteriological  inves- 
tigations were  made.  Closure  prevented  anything  in  the  nature  of  an 
explosive  outbreak,  but  was  not  completely  successful,  sporadic  cases  occurr- 
ing in  the  twelve  Aveeks  following  re-opening,  during  which  period  12  infants 
sustained  infection. 

This  small,  though  brisk,  outbreak  involved  detailed  bacteriological 
investigation,  in  the  course  of  which  a very  large  number  of  specimens  from 
cases  and  contacts  was  examined.  The  bulk  of  the  specimens  gave  a coagulase 
positiA^e  staphylococcus,  the  organism  being  recoA’ered  both  from  pemphigus 
and  other  lesions  and  from  apparently  healthy  contacts.  With  a Anew  to 
finding  a common  infecting  strain  of  this  organism,  specimens  were  sent  to 
the  Staphylococcus  Reference  Library  for  phage  typing.  The  results  were, 
unfortunately,  inconclusiA^e,  and  the  cause  of  the  outbreak  remains  unsolved. 

“ Springfield  ” suffered  one  case  of  pemphigus  in  March,  and  one  in 
April.  The  situation  responded  to  routine  precautions  and  closure  was  un- 
necessary. 

The  only  connection  between  Queen’s  Park  and  “ Springfield  ” is  that 
they  share  the  servuces  of  a Consultant  Obstetrician  and  that  a part  of  the 
“ Springfield  ” laimdry  is  done  at  Queen’s  Park.  Bacteriological  investi- 
gation exonerated  both  obstetrician  and  the  laundry  staffs.  A careful 
surA’ey  of  the  laundry  methods  gave,  as  we  thought  it  would,  a clear  bill. 
No  connection,  therefore,  was  established  betAveen  the  Queen’s  Park  and 
'*  Springfield  ” outbreaks. 

During  the  Queen’s  Park  outbreak  the  noses  of  all  infants,  attendants 
and  mothers  were  insufflated  Avith  a penicillin-sulphathiozole  powder  Avith 
a view  to  preventing  infection  through  nasal  droplets.  The  results  of  this 
treatment  were  not  checked  by  means  of  controls. 
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During  the  investigation  of  the  case  which  occurred  at  Springfield  in 
April  nasal  swabs  gave  a high  Staphylococcus  Pyogenes  rate  amongst  the 
infants.  It  was,  therefore,  decided  to  compare  the  nasal  bacteriological 
findings  of  children  insuffiated  with  penicillin — sulphathiazole  powder  with 
a control  series  of  children  in  the  home  at  the  same  time.  The  results 
showed  a marked  increase  of  nasal  invasion  amongst  the  non-treated  as 
compared  with  the  treated. 

In  a series  of  20  babies,  10  were  treated  with  the  powder  whilst  the  other 
10  were  observed  as  controls.  Daily  nasal  swabs  showed  a profuse  growth 
of  Staphylococcus  Pyogenes  in  the  noses  of  8 of  the  control  babies  during 
the  first  10  days  of  life,  and  a scanty  growth  in  the  other  two.  In  the  10 
treated  babies  no  growth  of  Staphylococcus  Pyogenes  was  found  on  the 
examination  of  nasal  swabs  taken  during  the  first  10  days  after  birth. 

In  the  case  of  twins  suckled  by  the  same  mother,  the  nose  of  one  twin 
was  insufflated  with  the  powder  and  remained  free  of  the  organism  whilst 
the  other  twin  (untreated),  exhibited  a profuse  nasal  growth  of  Staphylo- 
coccus Pyogenes  after  the  fourth  day. 

During  the  above  investigation  two  of  the  infants  developed  discharging 
eyes.  They  were  both  untreated  controls  and  the  organism  isolated  in  the 
pus  from  the  eyes  was  Staphylococcus  Pyogenes. 

Although  the  above  experiment  was  on  too  small  a scale  to  provide  any 
definite  conclusions  I feel  that  the  findings  justify  the  insufflation  of  mothers, 
infants  and  attendants  in  any  future  outbreak. 

As  a further  experiment  in  the  prevention  of  pemphigus  and  other  skin 
infections  in  the  new  bom,  a protective  barrier  cream  was  used  on  certain 
infants,  using  infants  bathed  in  the  ordinary  way  as  controls.  The  results 
of  this  experiment  have  been  completely  negative. 

The  staff  foimd  the  application  of  the  cream  a tedious  operation  and, 
further,  many  of  the  infants  so  treated  developed  a scaly  condition  of  the  skin 
or  a sweat-rash-like  reddening  in  the  groin  or  folds  of  the  axillte.  For  these 
reasons  the  practice  has  been  discontinued  at  Springfield  though  it  still 
operates  at  Queen’s  Park. 

The  disease  itself  was  mild,  the  lesions  were  small  and  resolved  rapidly 
and  the  outbreak  caused  little  anxiety  on  clinical  groimds.  On  the  other 
hand  the  administrative  upset  involved  at  Queen’s  Park  was  considerable, 
entailing  as  it  did  closure  of  the  maternity  imit. 
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I Outbreaks  of  this  nature,  althougli  troublesome,  arc  not  without  their 
value  as  they  cause  a careful  stocktaking  and  overhaul  of  methods  employed, 
f This  overhaid,  though  it  may  fail  to  reveal  even  a minor  “ slip  up,”  invariably 
• prompts  some  amendment  of  time-honoured  technique  and  at  the  same  time 
impresses  upon  the  staff,  medical  and  nursing  alike,  the  necessity  of  un- 
failing vigilance,  of  the  observance  of  a strict  technique,  and  the  grave 
potentialities  of  even  mild  septic  manifestations  when  they  occur  in 
a maternity  ward. 

SPRINGFIELD  MUNICIPAL  MATERNITY  HOME. 
PARTICULARS  AS  TO  ACCOMMODATION  AND  CASES  DEALT  WITH, 


1.  Number  of  Maternity  Beds  in  the  Institution  (exclusive  of  Isolation 

and  Labour  Beds)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

2.  Number  of  Beds,  if  any,  included  under  item  1 which  have  been  allocated 

to,  and  leserved  for,  expectant  mothers  in  need  of  hospital  treatment...  1 

3.  Number  of  Maternity  Cases  admitted  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  445 

3a.  Number  of  women  treated  during  the  year  in  the  beds  shown  against  item  2. 

(These  women  should  be  included  also  against  item  3)  ...  ...  ...  8 


3b.  Average  duration  of  stay  of  expectant  mothers  in  the  ante-natal  beds 


shown  against  item  2 ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14  days 

4.  Average  duration  of  stay  of  cases  in  the  lying-in  wards  Jan. — Jime  ...  14  days 

June — Dec.  ...  11  days 

6.  Number  of  Cases  delivered  by — 

(a)  Midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  337 

(b)  Doctors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 


6,  Number  of  Cases  in  which  Medical  Assistance  was  sought  by  a midwife 

in  emergency  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

7.  Number  of  cases  admitted  after  delivery  (these  cases  are  also  included 

in  item  3)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


8.  Number  of  Cases  notified  as — 

(a)  Puei-peral  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

(b)  Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

9.  Number  of  Cases  of  Pemphigus  Neonatorum ...  ...  ...  2 


10a.  Number  of  infants  who  have  at  any  time  received  a supplementary  or 
complementary  feed  while  in  the  Institution  (excluding  those  given 
during  the  first  three  or  four  days  while  breast  feeding  is  being 
established)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

lOb.  Number  of  Infants  wholly  breast-fed  on  leaving  the  Institution  ...  ...  378 

11.  Number  of  Cases  notified  as  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  ...  ...  None 

12a.  Number  of  Maternal  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


1 2b.  Cause  of  death  in  each  case — 

(i)  Post  Partum  Haemorrhage 

(ii)  Syncope  of  the  heart  due  to  distention  of  the  bladder  of  which 
there  was  a congenital  deformity... 
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ISa.  Number  of  Infant  Deaths — 

(i)  Stillborn  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(ii)  Within  10  days  of  Birth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  f; 

13b.  Cause  of  Death  in  each  case,  and  results  of  post-mortem  examination 
(if  obtainable)  : 

i.  Congential  heart 
i i . Prematurity. 

iii.  Prematurity.  Hare  lip. 

iv.  Pneumonia. 

V.  Prematurity. 

vd.  Hydrocephalus  and  tumour  at  base  of  skuU. 

Still-births — 

i.  Macerated.  Cause  miknown. 

ii.  Hydrocephalic  Macerated.  Cau.se  unknown. 

iii.  Macerated.  Cause  imknown. 

QUEEN’S  PARK  HOSPITAL. 

PARTICULARS  AS  TO  MATERNITY  ACCOMMODATION  AND  CASES  DEALT  WITH 

1.  Number  of  maternity  beds  in  the  Institution  (exclusive  of  isolation  and 

labour  beds)  at  31st  December,  1946  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

2.  Number  of  beds,  if  any,  included  under  item  2 which  have  been  reserved  for 

expectant  mothers  in  need  of  hospital  treatment  ...  ...  ...  13 

3.  Number  of  maternity  cases  admitted  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...1334 

3a.  Number  of  women  treated  during  the  year  in  the  ante-natal  beds  shown 
against  item  2.  (These  women  shoidd  bo  included  also  against 
item  3)  ...  ...  ...  .••  ...  ...  ...  243 

3b.  Average  duration  of  stay  of  expectant  mothers  in  the  ante-natal  beds 

shown  against  item  2 ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11-16  days 

4.  Average  duration  of  stay  of  cases  in  the  lying-in  wards  ...  ...  ...  11-6  days 

5.  Number  of  cases  delivered  by — 

(a)  Midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  840 

(b)  Doctors...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  182 

6.  Number  of  cases  in  which  medical  assistance  was  sought  by  a midwife 

in  emergency  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  496 

7.  Number  of  cases  achuitted  after  delivery'.  (These  cases  should  be  in- 

cluded in  item  3)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

8.  Niunber  of  cases  notified  as — 

(a)  Puerperal  fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(b)  Puerperal  pyrexia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

9.  Number  of  cases  of  pemphigus  neonatorum 34 

10.  (a)  Number  of  infants  who  have  at  any  time  received  a supplementary 

or  complementary  feed  while  in  the  Institution  (excluding  those  given 
during  the  first  throe  or  four  days  while  breast  feeding  is  being  established)50 
(b)  Number  of  Infants  wholly  breastfed  on  leaving  the  Institution  ...  850 

13a.  Number  of  Stillbirths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 
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b.  Cause  in  each  case  : — 

1.  Hydrocephaly  and  Hydranmios — 9 Ihs.  S ozs. 

2.  Anencephaly — 2 lbs.  5 ozs. 

3.  (’aiise  unknown — admitted  as  foetal  death — ^2  lbs.  6 ozs. 

4.  Cause  unknown — admitted  as  foetal  death — 3 lbs.  12  ozs. 

ii.  Twin  pregnancy,  hand  presentation,  internal  version,  breech  delivery. 

G.  Severe  Toxaemia. 

7.  Severe  Toxaemia. 

8.  Severe  Toxaemia — 3 lbs.  7 ozs. 

9.  Cause  unknown — 6 lbs.  G ozs. 

10.  Ruptured  uterus  through  old  Caesarean  Section  scar — 8 lbs.  G ozs. 

11.  Anencephaly — 2 lbs.  10  ozs. 

12.  Breech  w’ith  extended  legs,  difficulty  with  after  coming  head. 

13.  Placenta  Praevia — 4 lbs.  14  ozs. 

14.  Difficult  forceps  delivery,  malformations — 4 lbs.  15  ozs. 

15.  Difficult  forceps  delivery — 4 lbs.  12  ozs. 

IG.  Cause  imknown — admitted  as  foetal  death — 4 lbs.  1 ozs. 

17.  Cause  imknown — admitted  as  foetal  death — 1 lb.  6 ozs. 

18.  Cause  imknown — 3 lbs. 

19.  Impacted  breech,  cord  wound  tightly  round  neck — 8 lbs.  13  ozs. 

20.  External  version,  A.P.H.,  A.R.M..  prolapsed  cord — G lbs.  4 ozs. 

21.  Hydrocephaly  and  Spina  bifida — G lbs.  7 ozs. 

22.  Admitted  with  accidental  haemorrhage,  hydrocephalus — 4 lbs.  7 ozs. 

23.  Anencephaly — lb.  13  ozs. 

24.  Anencephaly— 3 lbs.  6 ozs. 

25.  Cause  unknown — 4 lbs.  11^  ozs. 

26.  Obstructed  labour — failed  forceps  before  admission. 

27.  Difficult  forceps  delivery  — 5 lbs.  3 ozs. 

28.  Prolonged  labour,  instrumental  delivery — 7 lbs. 

29.  Maternal  pre-eclamptic  toxaemia — 6 lbs.  6 ozs. 

30.  Tivin  pregnancy — 4 lbs.  8 ozs. 

31.  Toxaemia — 7 lbs.  12  ozs. 

32.  Cause  unknown — 5 lbs.  14  ozs. 

33.  Maternal  pre-eclampsia — 2 lbs.  14  ozs. 

34.  Anencephaly — 3 lbs.  3 ozs. 

35.  Hydrocephaly. 

3G.  Cause  imknown — 7 lbs.  10  ozs. 

37.  Maternal  pre-eclampsia,  mother  rh.  negative — 3 lbs.  11  ozs. 

38.  Intra-cranial  haemorrhage  due  to  tentorial  tear — 7 lbs.  3 ozs. 

39.  Shoulder  impacted,  internal  version,  difficult  breech  delivery  with  delay 
in  shoulders — 9 lbs.  4 ozs. 

40.  Severe  Maternal  Toxaemia — 3 lbs.  12  ozs. 

41.  Revealed  accidental  hemorrhage — 4 lbs.  14  ozs. 

4a.  Number  of  infant  deaths  within  10  days  of  birth  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

b.  Cause  of  death  in  each  case  ; — 

1.  4i  hours— .Asphyxia  Palida,  intra-cranial  haemorrhage,  difficult  forceps 
delivery — G lbs.  14  ozs. 

2.  18J  hours — Prematurity — 1 lb.  10  ozs. 

3.  7J  days — Pneumonia  and  prematurity — 5 lbs.  9 ozs. 

4.  20  mins. — Prematurity — 3 lbs.  2 ozs. 


5.  2 days — Idiopathic  adrenal  haemorrhage,  peripheral  circulatory  failure — 5 lbs.  12  ozs. 
(i.  1 day — Asphyxia  due  to  atelectasis — 6 lbs. 

7.  2 days — Insufficient  vitality  due  to  prematurity — 1 lb.  10  ozs. 

8.  1 day — Insufficient  vitality  due  to  prematurity — 3 lbs.  8 ozs. 

9.  2^  hours — Insufficient  vitality  due  to  prematurity — 3 lbs.  5 ozs. 

10.  3 mins — Pressure  on  prolapsed  umbilical  cord,  asphyxia,  atelectasis  pul- 
monae — 7 lbs.  10  ozs. 

11.  20  mins. — White  asphyxia  due  to  asphyxia  due  to  ante-partum  haemorrhage 
of  the  mother. 

12.  — 6 days — Insufficient  vitality  due  to  prematurity — 3 lbs.  6 ozs. 

13.  1 day — Insufficient  vitality  due  to  prematurity — 2 lbs.  7 ozs. 

14.  1 day — Asphyxia,  atelectasis  of  both  hmgs. 

1.5.  1 day — Insufficient  vitality  due  to  prematurity  of  toxaemia  of  pregnancy. 

16.  3 days — Birth  Trauma,  precipitate  labour,  subtentorial  haemorrhage — 
8 lbs.  6 ozs. 

17.  2 days — Asphyxia,  toxaemia  (maternal  pre -eclampsia)  5 lbs.  8 ozs. 

18.  2 days — Asphyxia,  toxaemia,  (maternal  pre-eclampsia)  5 lbs.  4 ozs. 

19.  2f  hours. — Asphyxia  due  to  prolonged  labour  due  to  disproportion. 

20.  1 day — Insufficient  vitality  due  to  prematurity  and  maternal  pre-eclamptie 
toxaemia. 

21.  5 days — Cerebral  cortex  defect  due  to  cerebral  anoxia  due  to  breech  delivery 
vuth  delay  in  aftercoming  head  and  cord  three  times  round  neck. 

22.  2 days — insufficient  vitality  due  to  prematurity — 2 lbs.  14  ozs. 

23.  3 days — insufficient  vitality  due  to  prematurity,  spina  bifida  and  hydro- 
cephalus— 4 lbs.  3 ozs. 

24.  4 days — Asphyxia  due  to  congenital  cardiac  malformation. 

25.  3 days — Insufficient  vitality  due  to  prematurity — 3 lbs.  3 ozs. 

26.  3 hours. — Insufficient  vitality  due  to  prematurity — 2 lbs.  4 ozs. 

27.  1 day — Cerebral  Haemorrhage  due  to  birth  trauma. 

28.  3 days — Haemoptysis,  Haemorrhagic  disease  of  new  born,  immaturity. 

29.  2 days — Insufficient  vitaUty  due  to  prematurity — 3 lbs.  5 ozs. 

30.  1 day — Asphyxia  due  to  hydrocephalus  and  spina  bifida. 

31.  If  hours — Asphyxia  due  to  atelectasis  and  prematurity — 4 lbs. 

32.  5 hours — Insufficient  vitality  due  to  prematurity — 2 lbs.  10  ozs. 

33.  5 hours— Insufficient  vitality  due  to  prematurity — 4 lbs.  11  ozs. 


PUKRPERAL  PYREXIA. 


Thirty-three  cases,  of  which  one  terminated  fatally,  were  notified  during 
the  jT^ear. 


Number  of  cases  notified 
Borough  cases 
Out  of  Borough  cases 
Cases  occurring  in  Hospital 
Recovered... 

Died 

Cases  occurring  at  home 
Recovered 
Died 


27 

Nil 

6 

1 


33 

20 


13 

27 

0 


Maternal  Mortality. — There  were  seven  maternal  deaths  in  the  Borough, 
six  in  Institutions  and  one  at  home.  Four  of  the  deaths  were  of  Blackburn 
residents,  of  which  ])articulars  are  given  below,  and  were  non-preventable. 
The  extra-borough  fatalities  are  not  analysed  as  they  do  not  come  within 
the  purview  of  this  Report. 

The  particulars  of  the  Borough  deaths  are  set  out  below. 

(1)  Cause  of  death  “(a)  haemorrhage,  (b)  retained  placenta  following  childbirth.” 

This  patient  shortly  after  normal  delivery,  had  heavy  haemorrhage 
which  was  appropriately  treated  by  the  acting  consultant-obstetrician,  who 
instituted  anti -shock  measures  and  manually  removed  the  placenta.  Owing 
to  the  collapsed  condition  of  the  patient's  veins,  attempts  to  administer  in- 
travenous plasma  were  unsuccessful  and  subcutaneous  saline  transfusions 
were  adopted. 

Despite  every  care  and  attention,  the  patient  died  three  hours  after  re- 
moval of  the  placenta. 

(2)  Cause  of  death  “Myocardial  failure.  Acute  Double  Lobar  Pneumonia.” 

This  patient  was  admitted  to  hospital  at  the  sixteenth  week  as  a case 
of  threatened  abortion  ; abortion  took  place  on  the  day  of  admission.  She 
suddenly  collapsed  the  same  evening  and  received  appropriate  treatment ; 
her  condition  remained  reasonably  satisfactory  for  a week,  when  she  collapsed 
6ind  died. 

Post-mortem  revealed  pneumonia. 

(3)  Cause  of  death  “ Cardiac  failure  due  to  distension  of  a congenitally  dilated 
□ladder.”  (Coroner’s  verdict). 

In  the  opinion  of  the  consultant  obstetrician,  this  death  was  probably 
due  to  an  embolus  of  lung  or  brain,  although  no  embolus  was  found  at  post- 
portem . 

She  received  good  ante-natal  care,  was  normally  delivered  at  “ Spring- 
field  ” and  died  suddenly  three  days  after  confinement. 

(4)  Cause  of  death  “ Myocardial  failure  due  to  anaemia  and  accelerated  by  shock 
if  confinement,  oatural  causes.”  (Coroner’s  Verdict). 

This  case  was  delivered  normally  at  homo  by  a municipal  midwife  and 
left  in  the  care  of  an  elderly  relative.  Confinement  was  uneventful.  When 
the  mid%vife  re-visited  nine  hours  after  birth,  she  found  the  patient  had  died 
unknown  to  her  relative. 

Of  the  above  deaths,  ca.se  (1)  only  has  been  classed  by  the  Registrar  General  as  being 
lirectly  attributable  to  child-bearing. 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS 


Live  Births 

Stdll  Births 

Total 

Doctors 

3 

0 

3 

Mid  wives 

1261 

38 

1299 

Parents  and  others 

982 

:16 

1018 

Totals 

2246 

74 

2320 

STILL  BIRTHS 

The  number  of  still  births  registered  during  the  year  was  74,  the 
number  allocated  to  the  Borough  was  48.  The  Borough  cases  were  in- 
vestigated with  a view  to  ascertainment  of  cause. 

The  appended  Table  gives  particulars  with  reference  to  possible  and 
probable  causes:— 

Cause.  No.  of  Still  Births. 


1.  Complications  of  labour  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

2.  Placenta  Pracvia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

3.  Toxaemias  of  Pregnancy — 

Albuminuria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

4.  Maternal  Diseases — 

(a)  Hydramnious  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

{b)  Acute  pancreatitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(c)  Ante-partum  haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

5.  Foetal  .states  (excluding  Syphilis) — 

(a)  Hydrocephalus  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(/j)  Twins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(c)  Macerated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

{d)  Anencephalic  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(e)  Spina  Bifida...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

6.  Prematurity  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

7.  Unascertained  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

8.  Out  of  Borough  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 


NEO-NATAL  DEATHS. 

During  the  year  60  infants  died  within  two  months  of  life.  Thirteen 
of  the  deaths  were  ascribed  to  foetal  states,  32  to  prematurity,  and  the  re- 
maining 16  to  post-natal  causes  : 

The  number  of  neo-natal  deaths  (t.e.,  within  the  first  four  weeks  of 
life)  was  47. 
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Premature  Births. — Of  112  premature  infants  born  during  1946,  87  were 
alive  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Causes  of  Prematurity  : — 

Albuminuria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Ill-health  of  mother  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Multiple  pregnancy  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Not  known  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Caesarean  Section  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Shock  3 

Ante-partum  Haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 
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Prematures  born  in  hospital  are  there  retained  until  their  physical 
I condition  is  such  that  the  mother,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Health  Visitors 
i and  other  resources  of  the  Health  Department,  might  reasonably  be  expected 
I to  rear  the  children  at  home. 

Special  oversight  of  premature  children,  who  are  nursed  at  home,  is 
I exercised  by  the  health  visiting  staff.  Electric  blankets,  hot  water  bottles, 
[additional  clothing,  etc.,  are  available  as  required. 

Infantile  Mortality. — During  the  year  there  were  75  deaths  of  infants. 
IThis  figure  corresponds  to  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  41-8  per  1,000 
1 live  births  registered,  compared  with  60  -2  in  1945  and  45-3  in  1944. 

Of  the  deaths  registered  67  were  of  legitimate  and  eight  of  illegitimate 
! children.  The  rate  of  infantile  mortality  amongst  legitimate  infants  was 
39  -7  per  1,000  legitimate  births  registered,  and  amongst  illegitimate  children 
75-4  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  registered. 

Of  the  deaths  certified  47,  or  62-6%,  occurred  within  the  first  month 
of  life.  The  more  important  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : — 


Cause. 

Number  of  Deaths. 

Premature  Birth 

35 

Congenital  defect 

13 

Pneumonia 

16 

Comparison'  of  Blackburn  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  with  that  of 
England  and  Wales  from  1937 — 1946 

1937  1938  1939  1940  1941  1942  1943  1944  1945  1946 

eiackburn 69  67  57  77  52  63  58  45  60  42 

Hlngland  & Wales  58  53  .50  55  59  49  49  46  46  43 
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Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — Twenty-eight,  cases  were  notified  during  the 
year.  In  tliirteen  cases  tlie  confinements  had  taken  place  at  home,  and 
fifteen  in  institutions,  of  whicli  five  were  out-of-Borough  cases.  Sei'en 
cases  were  removed  to  the  Blackburn  Corporation  Hospital. 

Of  the  23  Borough  cases,  one  died  and  in  the  remaining  22  cases 
vision  was  unimpaired. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres.  — There  are  eight  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Centres  in  the  Borough,  situated  at  Bent  Street,  Bolton  Road, 
Kendal  Street,  Griffin  Parochial  Hall,  Bcntham  Street,  Cornelian  Street, 
Hozier  Street  and  Lower  Darwen.  Two  sessions  are  lield  each  week  at 
Hozier  Street  and  Kendal  Street. 


In  the  following  Table  it  will  be  noted  that  the  attendances  numbered 
38,398  compared  with  35,687  in  1945. 

TABLE  38 


Bent  Street 

1 Hozier  Street 

1 (2  sessions 

1 weekly) 

! Bolton  Road 

1 Kendal  Street 

1 (2  sessions 

1 weekly) 

Griffin 

Cornelian 

Street 

i 

Bentham 

Street 

L ower 

Darwen 

"3 

o 

H 

Infants  ; — 

New  cases  under  1 year 

207 

308 

169 

297 

133 

123 

73 

32 

1342 

No.  of  re-attendances 

3784 

5176 

2646 

4114 

2425 

2312 

1538 

320 

22315 

New  cases  over  1 year 

27 

101 

19 

47 

12 

21 

... 

227 

No.  of  re -attendances 

2247 

2076 

2029 

2319 

1745 

1778 

1264 

393 

13851 

Attendances  of  Infants 

6205 

7601 

4863 

6777 

4315 

4234 

2875 

745 

37735 

Consultations  with  Dr.... 

1118 

1314 

993 

1104 

567 

574 

525 

162 

6357 

Expectant  Mothers — 

No.  of  new  cases 

54 

68 

4 

18 

26 

17 

11 

1 

199 

No.  of  re-attendances  ... 

124 

150 

18 

21 

77 

47 

21 

6 

464 

Total  Attendances  of 
Expectant  Mothers  ... 

178 

218 

22 

39 

103 

64 

32 

7 

663 

Total  Attendances 

0443 

7879 

4885 

1 

0816 

' 

4418 

4298 

2907 

752 

38398 

Average  Attendance  of 
infants  per  session  ... 

134 

79 

98 

71 

86 

90 

61 

30 

*799 

* Total  average  attendance  each  2ceek  at  all  Centres. 
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Of  the  live  births  notified  during  the  year  1342  or  74-8%  attended  the 
Infantile  Consultation  Centres. 

The  percentages  seen  by  a Doctor  at  each  session  per  Clinic  are  as  under  : — 


Bent  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Hozier  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Bolton  Road  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Kendal  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Griffin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Cornelian  Street  ...  ...  ..  ..  ...  13 

Bentham  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Lower  Darwen  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 


DENTAL  TREATMENT  OF  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

CASES 


Mr.  H.  Yates,  the  Senior  Dental  Surgeon,  carried  out  the  following  work 
in  connection  with  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Cases 


Number  of  Sessions  held  . . 

1945 

51 

1946 

66 

Number  of  Patients  : Mothers 

122 

147 

Children  . . 

21 

51 

Permanent  Teeth  Extracted 

511 

297 

Permanent  Teeth  Filled 

. . 

36 

39 

Temporary  Teeth  Extracted 

19 

64 

Temporary  Teeth  Filled 

3 

4 

Other  Operations 

25 

41 

General  Anaesthetics 

• • • 

• • • 

21 

67 

In  twenty  cases  dentures  were  recommended  and  supplied. 
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TABLE  40. 

The  Wobk  of  the  Health  Visitors 
Home  Visiting. 


Dist. 

I. 

Dist. 

II. 

Dist, 

III. 

Dist. 

IV. 

Dist, 

V. 

Dist. 

VI. 

Dist, 

VII. 

Dist. 

VIII. 

Totals. 

Visits  to  Expectant 
Mothers — 

First  Visits  

44 

11 

50 

37 

17 

21 

3 

22 

205 

Re-visits 

13 

4 

37 

10 

24 

24 

31 

143 

Infants  under  1 year — 

First  Visits  

140 

91 

239 

250 

297 

246 

167 

265 

1695 

Re-visits 

326 

165 

572 

587 

439 

540 

375 

200 

3204 

Infants  aged  1 year  . . . 

349 

185 

476 

259 

378 

387 

310 

201 

2545 

Children  2 — 5 years  . . . 

956 

159 

848 

625 

959 

1193 

286 

407 

5433 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum — 

First  Visits)  

1 

... 

6 

... 

4 

1 

... 

1 

13 

Re-visits 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

. . . 

2 

Diarrhoea — 

First  Visits  

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Re-visits 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Still  Births 

3 

3 

8 

14 

9 

3 

7 

3 

50 

Doctors’  Accounts 

17 

16 

36 

23 

44 

40 

28 

13 

217 

Minor  Infections 

Diseases 

95 

88 

180 

130 

245 

258 

132 

280 

1408 

Puerperal  Fever  Visits 

1 

4 

2 

2 

2 

... 

11 

Houses  where  deaths  of 

infants  occurred  ... 

1 

4 

5 

1 

11 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ... 

20 

12 

66 

44 

20 

28 

35 

19 

249 

Totals 

1965 

736 

2526 

1985 

2415 

2744 

1369 

1442 

15182 
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TABLE  41. 

Clinic  Sessions  Attended 


DisH. 

I. 

DisH» 

II. 

DisH. 

III. 

Dis't. 

IV. 

Dis't, 

V. 

Dis't. 

VI. 

Dis't. 

VII. 

Dis’t. 

VIII. 

Totals. 

Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Clinics 

133 

3 

171 

132 

166 

120 

53 

107 

885 

Ante-Natal  Clinics  . . 

75 

173 

22 

30 

21 

35 

23 

33 

412 

Special  V.D.  Clinics  . . 

17 

81 

78 

1 

2 

63 

242 

Other  Clinics 

19 

41 

18 

12 

2 

6 

12 

110 

Totals 

244 

298 

211 

240 

200 

159 

82 

215 

1649 

Total  Houses  visited . . 

1856 

575 

2094 

1797 

2095 

2361 

1193 

1208 

13179 

Total  Persons  visited.  . 

1965 

733 

2517 

1990 

2419 

2749 

1340 

1074 

14787 

The  figure  of  14,787  persons  visited  during  the  year  compares  with 
16,342  during  1945. 

The  decrease  is  due  to  (1)  the  absence  from  duty  due  to  sickness  of  one 
health  visitor  for  four  months  and  of  another  for  seven  weeks  and  (2)  to  the 
fact  that  during  the  summer  the  shortage  of  staff  at  Springfield  Maternity 
Home  had  to  be  met  by  the  employment  of  health  visitors  who  aggregated 
seven  weeks  duty  there. 
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Care  of  Illegitimate  Children.— No  direct  provision  is  made  by  the  Cor- 
poration for  the  care  of  illegitimate  children  or  unmarried  mothers.  A grant 
is  however,  made  to  the  Blackburn  Diocesan  Moral  Welfare  Council  for  this 
work,  and  the  Health  Department  have  maintained  a close  co-operation 
with  the  Authorities  of  Viewfield  Hostel  which,  up  to  31st  August,  1946. 
was  provided  and  maintained  by  the  Diocesan  Council  for  this  purpose. 

During  the  year,  the  Diocesan  Council  decided  that  Viewfield  was  no 
longer  suitable  or  adequate  and  ceased  to  use  the  premises  as  a Hostel  on  the 
31st  August.  They  have  since  sold  these  premises  and  purchased  more  suit- 
able premises  which  are  situated  in  the  Administrative  County  area  and 
which  are  expected  to  be  ready  for  occiqiation  during  1947.  It  is  probable 
that  the  Corporation  will  continue  to  make  payment  of  a grant  towards  the 
expenses  of  the  Institution. 

During  the  eight  months  Viewfield  was  open  there  were  14  beds  available 
for  mothers  and  14  for  babies.  Thirteen  cases  were  admitted  during  the  year 
(10  ante-natal  and  3 post  natal),  ten  were  subsequently  returned  to  relatives 
or  friends  and  three  mothers  were  sent  to  situations. 

Institutional  Provision  for  Mothers  and  Children — Maternity  beds 
are  provided  at  Springfield  Mimicipal  Maternity  Home  and  Queen’s  Park 
Hospital. 

Special  accommodation  is  available  for  infants  and  children  at  both 
the  Ro5'al  Infirmary  and  Queen’s  Park  Hospital. 


NURSING  AND  MATERNITY  HOMES 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  Homes  are  visited  quarterly  by  a Lady  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  All  have  been  found  satisfactory. 

(а)  Maternity  Homes  : — 

There  are  no  private  Maternity  Homes  in  Blackburn. 

(б)  Nursing  Homes  : — 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  two  registered  Nursing  Homes  in  Black- 
burn, providing  a total  of  8 beds.  During  the  year  no  new  home  was  regis- 
tered. 
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THE  PRE-SCHOOL  CHILD. 


Causes  of  Death  in  Children  from  One  to  Five  Years  of  Age. 


1946  1946 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 ...  4 

Infectious  Diseases  (Non-Tubercular)  ...  ...  1 ...  6 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  ...  ...  ...  ...  — ...  1 

Digestive  System  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 ...  1 

All  other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12  ...  5 

Totals  ...  ...  21  ...  17 


There  are  now  27  Nursery  Classes  in  Blackburn,  with  approximate  ac- 
commodation for  1000  children  under  the  age  of  five  years.  The  work  carried 
out  at  these  classes  has  been  fully  described  in  the  School  Medical  Report. 


INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION  The  appended  Table  gives  particulars  of 
infants  nursed  out  for  reward  within  the  Borough  : — 


(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 


(e) 


(f) 

(9) 


Number  of  Nursed  Out  Children,  December,  1945 
Number  of  New  Cases  during  1946 
Number  who  left  the  Borough  during  1946 
Transferred  to  Child’s  Mother— 

Out-of -Borough 
In  Borough 
At  present  in  Borough 
Found  to  be  satisfactory  ... 

Unsatisfactory 
Number  adopted 

Died  in  the  Borough  (Coroner’s  verdict — Natural  Causes) 


5 

10 

2 

2 

4 

7 

7 

1 

1 


Inspection  duties  were  undertaken  by  the  Health  Visiting  Staff,  who  vi^it 
each  case  at  least  once  in  every  six  weeks.  All  the  children  have  been  found 
to  be  well  cared  for. 


In  addition  to  the  above,  17  children  were  boarded  out  at  Nazareth 
House  at  the  end  of  1945,  all  of  whom  were  removed  from  the  Borough  during 
1946.  and  no  new  cases  were  boarded  out  there. 
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Daily  Guardians.  From  the  1st  April,  1946,  the  Ministry  of  Labour 
ceased  to  be  responsible  tor  the  administration  of  the  Daily  Guardians 
Scheme  and  the  Town  Coimcil  then  assumed  responsibility 

The  Scheme  provides  for  the  registration  of  persons  caring  for  infants 
during  the  day  whilst  the  ^Darents  are  at  work  and,  in  respect  of  each  case 
registered,  the  Council  pay  4/-  per  week  to  the  guardian  as  a contribution 
towards  the  amount  agreed  to  be  paid  by  the  parents. 

When  the  Council  took  over,  186  guardians  were  caring  for  194  children. 
During  the  remainder  of  the  year  there  were  163  new  applications  of  which 
161  were  approved.  One  hundred  cases  were  removed  from  the  register 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  247  guardians  were  caring  for  295  children.  During 
the  period  £1,423  6 0 was  paid  by  the  Council  to  347  guardians. 

Domestic  Helps  and  Home  Helps  (Combined  Scheme) — At  the  end  of 
1945  there  were  on  the  register  2 Home  Helps/Domestic  Helps.  Six  new 
Helps  were  engaged  during  the  year,  but,  as  four  had  resigned,  only  four 
remained  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

During  the  year,  the  following  work  was  carried  out ; — 

As  Domestic  Helps  As  Home  Helps 


No.  of  cases 

15 

7 

No.  of  weeks  employed  ... 

63 

21 

No.  of  hours  employed  ... 

1552 

716 

Domestic  Helps  are  employed  in  cases  of  sickness  and  Home  Helps  in 
Maternity  cases.  They  are  paid  by  the  Council  at  an  hourly  rate,  and  the 
charges  are  recovered  from  the  patient  according  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  household. 

Day  Nurseries.  The  following  Table  gives  particulars  of  the  Day 
Nursery  accommodation  in  the  Borough,  together  with  the  number  of  children 
on  the  register  and  attendances  during  1946. 

The  children  arrive  at  the  Nurseries  before  7-30  a.m.,  and  leave  after 
5-30  p.m.  All  meals  are  provided  and  the  older  children  are  given  some 
educational  instruction.  A proportion  of  the  children  attending  the  Day 
Nurseries  at  St.  Albans  Place  and  Intack  are  conveyed  to  and  from  the 
Nurseries  by  transport  provided  by  the  Council. 

A charge  of  1/6  per  day  is  made  to  the  parents  of  each  child  attending 
the  Nurseries. 


TABLE  42 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


Bacteriological  and  Pathological  Examinations. — The  bacteriological  and 
pathological  facilitie.s  of  the  Borough  are  discussed  in  the  introduction  to 
this  report. 

The  following  Table  gives  details  of  examinations  carried  out  on  speci- 
mens sent  by  the  Health  Department  during  the  year  : — 

TABLE  43 


Blackburn  and  East  Lancashire  Royal  Infirmary. 

Specimens  in  connection  with  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  Venereal 


Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5706 

Specimens  of  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1398 

Specimens  in  connection  with  Infectious  Diseases  : — 

Tubercle  Bacilli  (Spula)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  343 

Diphtheria  Bacilli  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  285 

Haemolytic  Streptococci  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  344 

Enteric  (Widals)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Enteric  (Other  secretions)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 

Cerebro  spinal  fluid...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Other  specimens  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  628 

Manchester  University. 

Specimens  in  connection  with  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  Venereal 

Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4602 


Edinburgh  University. 

Aschheim-Zondek  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 


Ultra  Violet  Light  Clinic. — Five  hundred  and  thirty-three  cases  (of 
which  323  were  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  cases  and  210  School  Health 
Service  cases)  attended  the  Ultra  Violet  Light  Clinic  wdiich  is  conducted 
at  the  Health  Department.  They  received  a total  of  2023  exposures  from 
the  Mercury  Vapour  Lamp. 


Nursing  in  the  Home. — Domiciliary  nursing  of  cases  of  Measles,  Whooping 
Cough,  Diarrhoea,  Puerperal  Fever,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  Influenzal 
Pneumonia,  and  Tuberculosis  is  undertaken  by  the  District  Nursing  Asso- 
ciation. 


The  Corporation  pay  the  Association  an  annual  retaining  fee  of  £35  for 
these  services,  with  an  additional  payment  of  8d.  per  visit. 

The  appended  Table  gives  particulars  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
District  Nursing  Association  in  this  respect  during  1946  ; — 
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TABLE  44. 

Home  Nuesinq  by  District  Nurses. 


Disease 

On 

books 
Jan.  1st 
1946 

New 

Cases 

Cured 

Died 

Hospital 

Remain- 
ing end 
of  1946 

Visits 

Measles 

• • 

• • 

Tuberculosis 

1 

12 

4 

6 

2 

1 

500 

Pneumonia 

28 

24 

• • 

4 

420 

Puerperal  Py  rexia 

• • 

• • 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

• • 

4 

4 

, , 

. . 

106 

Diarrhoea  

. . 

Other  Cases  

■■ 

• • 

Total 

1 

44 

.32 

G 

G 

1 

1026 

I am  indebted  to  the  Honorary  Secretary  of  the  District  Nursing  Asso- 
ciation for  the  appended  particulars  : — 

“ In  spite  of  the  inevitable  war-time  difficulties  experienced  everywhere,  considerable 
“ advancement  has  been  made  in  the  work  of  the  Blackburn  District  Nursing  Asso- 
“ ciation  during  the  past  few  years. 

“ A Medical  Officer  is  now  in  attendance  at  the  Nursing  Association  Clinic  on  alternate 
“ Saturday  mornings,  and  three  midwives  have  attended  a post-graduate  course 
“ More  Gas/Air  Machines  have  been  ordered. 

“ The  Nurses’  Home  in  St.  Peter  Street,  which  is  a Key  Training  Home  for  Queen’s 
“ Nurses,  now  has  a staff  of  42  Nurses  and  Midwives,  which  is  larger  than  ever  before. 
“ In  addition  to  its  routine  work,  the  Home  also  undertakes  the  training  of  candidates 
“ for  Coimty  Nursing  Associations  and  Associate  Homes,  who,  as  part  of  their  training, 
“ attend  municipal  clinics,  etc. 

“ Mrs.  John  Yates,  a member  of  the  Blackburn  and  District  Nursing  Association 
“ Council,  has  been  elected  a Nort.h-Westein  Federation  Representative  on  the 
“ Council  of  the  Queen’s  Institute. 

“ The  rise  in  birth-rate,  and  consequent  overflow  from  Maternity  Hospitals,  has 
“ caused  increased  work  for  the  District  Nursing  Association,  which  has  also  dealt 
“ with  patients  affected  diming  the  recent  temporary  closing  of  these  Hospitals. 

‘‘  Of  the  war-time  difficulties  experienced  by  the  Nurses,  mention  might  be  made 
“ of  the  black-out,  which  hampered  their  work  both  in  people’s  homes  and  in  getting 
“ outside — particularly  when  driving  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town  with  dimmed  lights. 
“ Treuisport  was  always  a problem,  as  ’buses  were  less  frequent  and  the  number  of 
" their  stops  was  reduced. 
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'*  Sliortages  and  lack  of  equipment  (both  household  and  medical)  meant  much  im- 
‘ provisation  on  their  part,  and  as  a result  of  tlie  national  war  effort,  there  was  of 
‘course  a universal  lack  of  the  normal  assistance  from  relations,  friends  and  neigh- 
))ours,  and  very  often  there  was  no-one  available  to  carry  messages. 

'*  A tremendous  increase  in  book-keeping  and  form-filling  had  to  be  coped  with> 
“ as  rationing  affected  uniforms  and  petrol,  and  forms  had  to  be  filled  in  to  enable 
“ patients  to  claim  extra  coal,  and  husbands  to  apply  for  special  leave,  etc. 

“ Repairs  and  renewals  to  medical  equipment  became  more  and  more  difficult,  and 
“ certain  supplies  were  unobtainable. 

“ It  was  impossible  to  take  adequate  steps  to  meet  all  these  iDroblems,  and  therefore 
“extra  work  has  fallen  on  everybody.  The  Nurses  responded  .splendidly — working 
“ night  and  day.  It  was  never  po.ssible  to  obtain  extra  help,  and  all  kinds  of  impro- 
“ visations  were  in  force.  Additional  general  work  has  also  been  undertaken  by  the 
“ Nursing  Association  owng  to  earlier  discharges  from  Hospitals. 

Welfare  of  the  Blind — Section  2 of  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  1920  imposes 
upon  County  and  County  Borough  Councils  the  duty  of  making  provision, 
satisfactory  to  the  Minister  of  Health,  for  the  welfare  of  blind  persons  nor- 
mally resident  in  their  area.  This  duty  is  discharged  in  Blackburn  by  the 
Blind  Persons  Act  Committee  which  provides  for  the  domiciliary  assistance 
of  necessitous  unemployable  blind  persons  and  for  the  employment  of  suitable 
blind  persons  either  in  the  Workshops  for  the  Blind  (which  are  administered 
by  the  Committee),  or  as  home  workers.  The  Education  Committee  accepts 
financial  responsibility  for  the  training  of  blind  trainees  who  become  blind 
before  the  age  of  21  whilst  the  Ministry  of  Labour  are  responsible  for  the 
training  of  those  who  become  blind  at  or  after  that  age. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  43  blind  employees  at  the  Workshops, 
one  of  whom  is  undergoing  training.  In  addition  4 local  blind  are  employed 
as  home  workers.  Included  in  the  43  blind  employees  are  10  who  are  re- 
sident in  the  Administrative  County  area  and,  in  respect  of  whom  the  Corp- 
oration receive  a grant  from  the  County  Council.  The  blind  employees  at  the 
Workshops  and  the  home  workers  are  paid  at  piece  rates  and,  in  addition,  are 
paid  an  augmentation  of  £1  7 6 per  week  by  the  Corporation,  subject  to  a mini- 
mum wage  of  £3  10  0 per  week  for  men  and  £2  7 6 per  week  for  women. 

The  Corporation’s  scheme  provides,  through  the  Blackburn  and  Darwen 
Society  for  Visiting  and  Instructing  the  Blind  for  the  appointment  of 
Home  Teachers.  The  Society  employs  four  home  teachers,  two  of  whom 
work  in  the  County  Administrative  area  and  two  in  the  Borough.  In  re- 
spect of  the  Borough  service,  the  Blind  Society  receive  an  annual  grant  of 
£96  from  the  Corporation  plus  the  salaries  of  two  home  teachers.  The  duties 
of  the  Home  Teachers  include  home  visitation,  instruction  of  the  blind  in 
Braille  and  Moon,  enquiries  in  connection  with  the  domiciliary  assistance 
scheme  and  general  welfare  work. 
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The  Corporation’s  domiciliary  assistance  scheme  for  imemployable 
. blind  pei-sons  provides  for  the  income  of  a single  person  to  be  made  up  to 
[£2  3 0 per  week  and  for  that  of  a married  couple  to  £3  3 0 per  week  ; where 
1 the  married  couple  are  both  blind  the  amount  is  £3  6 0.  Allowances  are  also 
I made  for  any  dependants. 

Annual  grants  are  made  by  the  Corporation  to  the  Northern  Counties 
Association  for  the  Blind,  the  National  Library  for  the  Blind,  the  Manchester 
I and  Salford  Blind  Aid  Society  and  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

The  Joint  Finance  Committee  for  the  Blind  of  Blackburn  and  District, 
> which  is  composed  of  representatives  of  the  County  Co\mcil,  the  County 
Borough,  the  Borough  of  Darwen,  the  Blackburn  and  Darwen  Visiting 
f Society  and  other  ladies  and  gentlemen,  is  a voluntary  Committee  and  under- 
I takes  the  organisation  of  all  voluntary  efforts  and  collections,  on  behalf 
I of  the  Blind.  For  this  purpose  a paid  Organising-Collector  is  employed. 

In  the  financial  year  ended  31st  March,  1946,  the  Blind  Persons  Scheme 
i cost  the  Corporation  £8144  allotted  as  under  ; — 


£ 

Home  Teachers  salaries,  etc ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  547 

Visiting  Society  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  96 

Other  Blind  Agencies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  310 

Grants  to  unemployable  necessitous  persons  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  8295 
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DISINFECTION 


Numbers  of  Rooms  Sprayed  : — 

Tuberculosis 
Fever 
Vermin 
Institutions 
Schools  ... 

Others  ... 

Articles  Disinfected  by  Steam  ... 

Number  of  Articles  Destroyed  by  Consent  of  Owners 
Amoxmt  of  Disinfectant  Distributed  : — : 


Chloros  ...  ...  ...  (Gallons) 

Persons  Cleansed  at  Disinfection  Stations 
Library  Books  Fumigated 
Private  Books  Fumigated 
School  Books  Fumigated 


J Schools 
I Houses 


17] 

.‘1.33 
218  I 
48  |i 
3 

45  I 
6833  1 
23.5  I 

198  ' 

12  I 

324  1 
65  I 
22  ( 
6 


CLEANSING  OF  PERSONS. 

During  1946,  324  persons  were  dealt  with  at  the  Disinfecting  and  i 
Cleansing  Stations. 

The  total  number  of  baths  given  was  620. 
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